
 

This phrase from John Wesley catches my attention, “...for the encouragement of the Church in all her afflictions.” 
This causes me to wonder what can be the Church's encouragement, our world's encouragement, and our own 
individual “encouragement” in all of our “afflictions.” And those afflictions are many, are they not? 
Our present season has been filled with the afflictions of fires, earthquakes, floods; of victimization by theft, 
harassment; of personal grief and suffering; of international warfare; and of violence at a Las Vegas outdoor concert, a 
Manhattan bike lane and a Sutherland Springs, Texas church. 
How can we be encouraged or see any kind of hope in afflictions such as these? 

John Wesley says that absolutely there is such encouragement ...in scripture. In Revelations 22:17, Wesley reminds us, 
Jesus desires to come into our world and our lives to give us “the water of life.” In the 17th verse and in the 22nd 
verse, we are asked to offer Jesus an invitation to do just that. We are to say, “Come, Lord Jesus, Come.” 

Amidst our Advent and Christmas season, that is exactly what we will be doing. During our Advent Sunday worship 
services, December 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th, we will be sending Christ our invitation, “Come, Lord Jesus, Come.” 
This invitation will take place each week in a very special time of our Advent worship services when we light our 
Advent wreath candles. In that time, our choir, the bell choir, and Advent wreath families will lead us in a time of 
inviting Christ to bring life to all afflictions, to reveal hope to all that is hopeless, and to unwrap the gift of love in our 
world. 

Each week, our Advent invitation will begin with this anthem by Joel Raney 
and John Wesley: 

Aimless searching, lost in the night, come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Deep in darkness, longing for light, come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Come thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

From our sins and fears release us; let us find our rest in thee.... 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

As we finish our worshipping season of “Thanksgiving and Generosity,” 
please know you are invited to be in worship each Advent Sunday as we seek 
“the water of life,” as we prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ into our lives. 

Advent blessings, Pastor Mariellen 
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Peggy Joy is Published ... Again ! 
The November/December edition of Guidespost's “Angels on Earth” magazine printed 
a story (on page 73) by Peggy Joy Dile about an “angel on earth” she encountered at a 
grocery store. Peggy Joy already had frankincense oil and myrrh resin to show to the 
children at her annual “Birthday Party for Jesus,” but she was shopping for chocolate 
coins wrapped in golden foil, to complete the traditional gifts of “gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.” In the checkout line, the woman ahead of her asked about the chocolate 
coins. When she heard that these were for Jesus' birthday party, she told the cashier, 
“The two bags of gold are on me.” She was a shopper with a heart of gold. 

This is not the first time that Peggy Joy's little stories have been published in 
magazines, but this one was especially thrilling because it mentioned Almaden Hills 
church and printed a photo of Peggy Joy with Aaron and Matthew Smallwood, as 
well. 

Trick or Treat with The Learning Company 
One of my favorite Halloween activities is dressing up in costume and 
passing out treats to adorable kids in their costumes. How thrilled I was 
when I realized that this had been a tradition every Halloween since 
before I joined the staff of AHUMC 10 years ago!! 

Being in theater, I love to get into costume and have a closet full of 
several choices. Every year I gather goodies (no candy) and Carolyn 
Hitt helps me to stuff them into treat bags. I then decorate the office in a 
nice (non-scary) Halloween theme, and welcome the preschool kids in 
for treats. 
This year we were lucky that Halloween fell on a day when both Pastor 
Mariellen and Peggy Joy Dile were here to see the kids. Pastor Mariellen 
took this photo. 
~ Linda Solis 
Office Manager 

Join the Band On 
Christmas Eve 

The AHUMC Family Band is 
recruiting for the holidays! If you, 
or your child, play a band instru-
ment and would like to join us for 
a Christmas Eve performance, 
please contact Candace Love. 

“Minnie” Passing Out Candy 

Sunday School in December 
December 3 - The First Sunday in Advent – Our children will be learning about “Christmas Around the World” as 
they participate in our “Cooking Station”. 

Our teens will be putting the finishing touches on their special Christmas video. 
December 10 - No Sunday School! Everyone will stay in church to view the video: 

“Finding the Meaning of Christmas: A Ride on the Hogwarts Express” 
December 17 - “Birthday Party for Jesus” - A special celebration with cake, candles, music and crafts to celebrate the 
birth of our Savior. 

December 24 – Special 10 a.m. Family Christmas service. 
December 31 – Our “New Year's Party” - We welcome the new year and place our dreams and wishes in our time 
capsules for next year. 

Free Music School Christmas Concert 
Friday, December 15th, 7pm AHUMC Sanctuary -- Free! 

Please join our young musicians in celebrating the sounds of the Christmas 
season at our annual Christmas concert. Then on Saturday, December 16th, 
come and see us on the main stage at Christmas in the Park, Downtown San 
Jose, Plaza de Cesar Chavez, at 5 p.m. 
For more information, see Candace Love. 
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Outreach to North Bay Fire Victims 
Thank you! Thank you!! to everyone who donated shampoo, 
soap, shaving cream, toothbrushes.... to fill the hygiene bags to 
be given to the victims of the Santa Rosa area fires. After the 
items were gathered, AHUMC's dedicated Outreach 
Commission filled the bags, boxed them up, then delivered them 
to Pastor Jola Bortner at St. John's United Methodist Church in 
Rohnert Park (7 miles from Santa Rosa). 

Pastor Jola, who is involved with the area's response and 
recovery organizations, was more than thrilled to receive these 
gifts of care. She said, “Yes, even now, there are so many people 
who have nothing. ... These items will surely be a great help to 
these people.” 

Plum Pudding Festival 
Sunday, December 3, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

In our Fellowship Hall 
Do you have your Plum Pudding Festival 
ticket? If you do, you'll see printed on it -- 

* the price ($3 per person or $10 per family) 

* the time (doors open at 6:30 p.m.) 
* the date (Sunday, December 3) 

* The reminder (bring a dozen cookies to 
share) 

We'll sing Christmas carols, hear a Christmas 
story, enjoy the harmonies of the Orchard City 
Community Chorus, feast on our wonderful 
plum pudding and Christmas cookies, and 
revel in the Christmas spirit. If you missed 
your chance to get your ticket, contact Bonnie 
Home. 

Special Events In December 
Each Sunday – Worship At 10:00 a.m.  
Saturday, December 2, 9:30 a.m. -- Hanging of the Boughs in the Sanctuary 
Sunday, December 3, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. -- Plum Pudding Festival in Fellowship Hall 
Sunday, December 10, 10:00 a.m. -- Advent Worship Service. Our young people will be sharing a special 

story-message. 
Friday, December 15, 7:00 p.m. -- Free Music School Christmas Concert in the Sanctuary 
Saturday, December 16, 3 p.m. -- Serendipity Singers Christmas Concert in the Sanctuary 
Sunday, December 17, 10:15 a.m. - “Birthday Party for Jesus” in Judy's Art Room. -- A special children's celebration 

with cake, candles, music and crafts to celebrate the birth of our Savior. 
Sunday, December 24, 10 a.m. -- Our 10 a.m. worship service will include all of our AHUMC family, young and old, 

in the Christmas story as we worship together, reliving the story of Jesus' birth! 
Sunday, December 24, 5:00 p.m. . -- Traditional Christmas Eve Family Worship Service 
Sunday, December 24, 11:00 p.m. -- Traditional Candlelight Worship Service 
Sunday, December 31, 10:00 a.m. - Regular Worship Service, Children's New Year's Party at 10:15 in Judy's Art Room 

Warren McGuffin and the Thomas Food Project 
Five years ago Warren McGuffin told us how he began the Thomas Food Project that operates in six schools in Haiti 
and provides 10,000 lunches per month. Over time the Project has taken on additional tasks, such as supplying 
inexpensive bio-sand filters to provide clean water, setting up computer labs at the schools, and training the teachers in 
how to use them. They have installed “Internet in a Box,” which is not connected to the Internet we use, but is actually 
a free-standing server loaded with Internet resources that the students need. United Methodist Women's groups have 
sewn dresses and shorts for the Haitian children and have provided cooking equipment and utensils. 

Warren returned to Almaden Hills on November 5 to bring us up-to-date. The newest project is The Bon Zanmi (Good 
Friend) Bakery, which will provide another 30,000 lunches per month. It will also include a charming roadside 
establishment selling sandwiches and baked goods to the public as well as whole baked goods to restaurants and 
resorts, providing jobs for the locals and a revenue stream for the schools. Funds have already been raised for the two 
solar ovens. The Project has secured the land, and the bakery itself will be a $50,000 modern masonry block building. 
The Project has acquired a Haitian partner that will build the buildings. The target date for bakery’s opening is January 
of 2019. A key aspect of the project is that the bakery will be completely owned and operated by Haitians, helping 
their country to become independently self-sufficient. 
Warren told about his Haitian friend Stiven, who was crippled by typhoid and living in an abandoned car. But Stiven 
could speak some English, so he became a paid interpreter for the Project. He now owns a house and the surrounding 
land, and has several chickens and goats. 
The morning's talks were accompanied by videos and slides of all that the Thomas Food Project is doing. 

Pastor Mariellen, Linda & 
Carol on a road trip to deliver 
your gifts for North Bay relief 
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Spirituality                                                          Mission Outreach 
	

Serendipity Choir Christmas Concert 
Please join us on Saturday, December 16, at 3 p.m. in our AHUMC sanctuary 
for the Serendipity Choir Christmas Concert. Directed by Cathy Beaupré and 
accompanied by Franz Lanzinger, this high-energy concert will include a few 
fun duets and trios, and many wonderful choral pieces. Join us afterward for 
refreshments in the Fellowship Hall. Thanks for your support; and please tell 
others of our concert. 

BUILDING BRIDGES – UMW El Camino Real District Celebration 
Romans 14:19 – Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual up-building. 
The 118 women who gathered at Fremont’s St. Paul UMC on October 28 listened intently as keynote speaker Shamsa 
Rafay, a U. S. citizen since 2004, told about her life and her faith after moving to the United States from her native 
Pakistan over 20 years ago. It was she who took the initiative and introduced her new neighbors to each other at a 
social gathering at her house. She started “My Little Library,” a neighborhood book exchange that became very 
popular. When Shamsa volunteered at the children’s school, the teachers didn't ask much of this foreign immigrant, 
until they learned that she had a Master’s Degree! Her older son attends U. C. Berkeley. Her daughter was at a Girl 
Scout event the day of the Celebration. Her younger son is active in tennis, swimming, and track, but he finally had to 
change schools when the anti-Muslim bullying by even his own teacher would not let up. Shamsa’s slide show 
presentation countered a series of “Myths About Muslims,” enlightening us all. Although her Pakistani relatives have 
never worn the hijab head scarf, Shamsa adopted the custom as a symbol of modesty. Her husband was stunned, but he 
has become accustomed to it. Shamsa jokes that she never has to worry about a “bad hair day.” 
Attending from Almaden Hills were Leslie Hallenbeck, Buffie Stillman, G. A. Hawthorne, Marialice Messerly, K 
Stone, Bonnie Home, Julie Asada, Carolyn Ayala, and Beverley Canon. The women had a hard time choosing only 
one of the three “bridge-building” workshops offered after their sandwich-and-salad lunch. 
Finding Common Ground (in a politically polarized world) -- The Friends Committee on Legislation 
( www.fclca.org ) offers these suggestions for communicating with legislators. – 

1) Use e-mail or phone. (Paper mail is delayed by the screening process.) 
2) Tell your story (your personal experiences & why this is important to you) 
3) Stress shared values. 
4) Find something positive for which to say “thank you.” 
5) As few as twenty communications can make a difference. Your legislator wants to hear from you. 

Mosque Tour & Conversation with Two Muslim Women 

Lines woven into the mosque’s carpets help the congregants line up properly, shoulder to shoulder, for their prayers. 
Calligraphy and geometric designs are used in decorations but no images of the prophets. Wall posters display the 
structured prayers written in several languages, including English. The discussion leaders explained the Five Pillars of 
Islam, what it’s like to go on a Pilgrimage, and the challenges of being a Muslim woman in our California 
communities today. 

From Diversity to Inclusion – Rev. Dr. Dale Weatherspoon 
“Diversity” is being invited to the party. “Inclusion” is being asked to dance! In meetings, remember to “invite” 
everyone to speak, even if they “pass” on that invitation. Some have to be “invited” several times before they are ready 
to speak, or to say “yes” to a job. Beware of discounting someone’s comments simply because they look different from 
you. Rather than argue, assume positive intent. Focus on truly “seeing” that person. Make new friends by arranging a 
choir exchange or a pulpit exchange with another church. Invite a teen to your church council and actually listen to that 
teen. An Oklahoma woman told Pastor Dale that her church had no diversity. He asked if there were both blue collar 
and white collar members? City people and rural dwellers? Older and younger? Those who prefer contemporary 
worship or traditional? Diversity! 
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Worship Adult Education 
	

The Variety Book Study Group 
Does Not Meet In December ... 

... but that doesn't mean that we won't be reading! We have 
chosen our books for 2018, and on January 17th we will discuss 
the “Silicon Valley Reads” book, Goodbye, Vitamin: a novel by 
Rachel Khong. There are plenty of copies of the book in the San 
Jose libraries. The Variety Book Study Group meets in the 
Fireside Room on the third Wednesday of each month, except in 
December. If you would like to see the 2018 reading list, 
contact Bonnie Home. 

Christmas Flower Dedications 
We are collecting donations for the flower fund during 
Advent. Donations may be made in honor or memory of loved 
ones and the fund will be used for a large Christmas Eve floral 
display. Dedications will be acknowledged in a special 
bulletin insert. 

Additional money going into the fund will promote beauty 
throughout the year by providing flowers for Sundays when 
there are no signups. The additional amount can also enhance 
bouquets for holidays or special events. Watch for dedication 
forms in the bulletin. 

Our Annual Church Meeting 
On Saturday evening, October 21, our annual church meeting was held in the sanctuary, led 
by our new District Superintendent, Shinya Goto. Rev. Goto’s goal is to lead the church 
meetings for all 53 of the district’s churches by December 1, and our church’s meeting was 
his 25th. 

Rev. Goto has known Pastor Mariellen for years. They worked together in the Central 
Valley and at Wesley UMC. We gave him a slide show of our church’s “treasures,” 
including our mission and outreach projects, copies of our Reconciling Booklet called 
“Voices of Inclusion,” our church’s recipe book titled “Feeding the Flock,” and souvenirs 
made by our Sunday School children. Cindy Skrivanek gave him a copy of our newest 
directory, telling him the story of the stained glass window on its cover, and showing him 
where the window is in our sanctuary. 

In the moment called “Remembering the Saints,” we spoke the names of Ernie Bode, Mario Martinez, Peggy Wright, 
Sue Langjahr, Jack Kerrigan, Joe Major, Dotty Bretschneider, Bob Jenkins, and John Munson. Our church council 
chair, Russ Britschgi, said that our “dream team” will recommend changes to our congregation, but will not impose 
them – the congregation will vote on changes. In his closing remarks Rev. Goto quoted Jeff Skinner of the Deloitte 
Institute who said, “The most important thing is to make the most important thing the most important.” 

Wednesday Morning Women 
The group is reading Answering God: The 
Psalms as Tools for Prayer by Eugene H. 
Peterson, who also wrote The Message: The 
Bible in Contemporary Language. Peterson 
states, “As humans, we live well or badly by 
means of the tools we have and how well we 
use them,” and he sees the Psalms as 
powerful tools to make our prayer life more 
meaningful. As a distinctly different book of 
the Bible, the Psalms “connect us to the 
struggles and responses of all of God’s 
peoples throughout history” 
and are “God’s gift to train 
us in prayer that is 
comprehensive and honest.” 
Join the group as they 
explore the gift of the 
Psalms on Wednesday 
mornings at 7 a.m. in the 
Fireside Room. 

Handbell Ringers Polish Their Technique 
Our devoted handbell ringers gathered at our church in November for a Saturday workshop 
led by Gretchen Rauch, a professional handbell player from Palo Alto who performs with 
the Sonos Handbell Ensemble that travels all over the world. (Like other professionals, she 
owns a set of handbells that she keeps at home.) Gretchen led the group in games, such as 
bouncing balls in the patio, designed to help them with their technique. 

“Bitter Sweet” Support Group 
The holiday season has begun. So much of life is lived better 
together, and yet, many of us find ourselves not together, 
but alone this year. If you are lonely, be assured that there are 
others who share your feelings. Meeting with others has been 
shown to offer comfort and coping skills as well as just having a 
place to go on a Sunday afternoon. Suzanne Jones is offering a 
Sunday afternoon get together to ease your loneliness and 
provide a little structure for this bittersweet time. The meetings 
will be held at Suzanne’s home in Los Gatos. The next meeting 
will be held on Sunday, December 17 at 2:00 p.m.  

AHUMC Financial Snapshot 
 October 2017 Year-To-Date	

Actual Budget Variance 
Total Income 
 $368,501   $382,457       $(13,956)                                
Total Expense 
 $361,791   $387,660       $(25,869) 

Conference Tithe Obligation (Apportionments) 
Actual Expected Variance 

 $36,662       $36,850        $(188) 
Note: Apportionments are paid in all months 
except January and July 
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Fellowship Church News 
	
Earn a UMW Reading Certificate 
The new 2018 reading list, drawn up by the national United Methodist 
Women's committee, is ready for all who love to read. To see the full list, 
go to the UMW website at 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram 
and click on the button labeled “2018 Reading Program List.” 

Our local Susanna Wesley Women have already chosen six books from 
that list, which they will read and discuss during the first six months of the 
new year. These are the titles, and the dates of the discussions -- 

January 22, 2018 -- The Book of Joy - Lasting Happiness in a Changing 
World by The Dalai Lama & Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

February 26, 218 -- Without You, There Is No Us - Undercover Among 
the Sons of North Korea's Elite by Suki Kim 
March 26, 2018 -- Pushout - the Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools by Monique W. Morris 

April 30, 2018 -- When Breath Becomes Air - What Makes Life Worth Living in the Face of Death by Paul Kalanithi 

May 21, 2018 -- Adventure of Ascent - Field Notes from a Lifelong Journey by Luci Shaw 
June 25, 2018 -- The Sacred Secular - How God is Using the World to Shape the Church by Dottie Escobedo-Frank 
& Rob Rynders 

The Susanna Wesley Women meet in the church's Fireside Room on one Monday a month, 6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m., from 
January through July only. New members are always welcome. The requirements for a reading certificate are to read 
the monthly “Response” magazine and to read selected books from the reading list. The certificates are awarded at the 
October District UMW Celebration. 

Auction Echoes -- Cathedral Tour & Soup Luncheon 
A cloudy November Friday found the Almaden Hills group inside the 
Cathedral Basilica of St. Joseph on Market Street in downtown San Jose. 
The docent filled them with facts about the beautiful building 
surrounding them -- 

* The location chosen because every time the Guadalupe River 
overflowed, parishioners couldn't get to the Mission Santa Clara to 
worship. 

* Originally founded in 1803, but twice destroyed by earthquake and 
once by fire. 

* Completely renovated and earthquake-proofed in 1987. No damage 
during the 1989 earthquake. 

* The stained glass windows from Bavaria, Munich, and the shops of Tiffany are irreplaceable, as there are no 
trained workers left to restore them. 

* The statues of Mary and St. Mark appear to be made of marble, but are carved from the masts of ships abandoned 
when gold-seekers assumed they would not be returning home. 

* Gold leaf for only one of the chandeliers cost $10,000. It was decided not to put gold leaf on the rest of them. 
* The cathedral is shaped like the Greek cross, with the new altar in the center. The previous altar of Carrera marble 

weighs 22 tons, and was turned completely around to form a side chapel. 
After the tour, the group drove to the Fortunati home for lunch. Trilbe and Leonard had made two fabulous and 
hearty soups -- corn chowder (from Sue Ferguson's recipe) and chicken noodle soup. Dessert was pumpkin bread, 
peanut butter cookies topped with chocolate kisses, and chocolate coconut cake. Guests were Gary & Suzanne Jones, 
Peggy Joy Dile, Jane Bode, Dale & Marilyn Crandall, Carl Hudson, Judy Chamberlin, Margaret Major, 
Burnett & Arlene Pense, Jodi Picard, Bonnie & DeForrest Home, Carol Horan, Pam Benitez, Susan 
Baird, Diane Moots, and Dick & Junetta McKewan. 

AHUMC Hikers 
The Almaden Hills UMC Hikers have completed a few more hikes and are looking for more members and new hikes. 
The hikes are from 3-5 miles and have different degrees of toughness. Recent hikes include Almaden Quicksilver, Los 
Gatos Creek Trail, Los Alamitos Creek Trail and Mount Umunhum. The hikes are scheduled on Friday mornings. 

Upcoming hikes will include Rancho San Antonio, Alum Rock Park, and Sierra Azul. These three hikes are rated 
“easy to moderate terrain.” 

If you are interested, please contact Linda Cordoba. You can include your email and/or phone number to let her know 
you are interested or have a recommendation for a hike. 

K, Julie, and Bonnie received 
Reading Certificates at the 
October UMW Celebration 
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News of Our Church Family 	
	

Long Distance Calling 
When former AHUMC member Susan Hunn heard that her son 
David, his wife Jessica, and young son Auggie had to be 
evacuated from their neighborhood in Houston due to the flooding 
caused by Hurricane Harvey, she knew she had to do something 
“hands on” to help the people of Houston. She spearheaded an 
effort for her church in Placerville to provide 100 Cleaning 
Buckets to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 
With the help of dozens of donors, shoppers and volunteers 
(including former member Linda Gates), the goal of 100 buckets 
of hope was realized on Friday, October 13, 2017! Four loaded 
trucks left Federated Church and headed to St. Mark’s UMC in 
Sacramento where they were loaded into a big truck to join other donations of buckets that will make their way to the 
UMCOR depot in Salt Lake City, Utah for distribution where needed. The work of the Holy Spirit was joyfully 
evident throughout the campaign and much prayer was sent along with the buckets! 

Words of Faith 
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.” 
~Luke: 1:30-31 

Early Chimes Deadline - December 3 
Because of the Christmas holidays, the December 
Chimes deadline will be a week earlier than usual -- 
Sunday, December 3. So get busy putting together 
those articles for the January issue! 

Thanksgiving for New Life 
William Hunter Perri was born on October 23 to 
Danielle and Matt Perri. Mom and baby are doing 
well. Danielle thanks the church for the many well 
wishes and prayers and the “Marthas” for the food, 
gifts, time and companionship. The new parents 
chose “William,” because it sounds regal and 
strong. Hunter is in part a tribute to Hunter Pence of the San 
Francisco Giants. 

Congratulations to K 
On October 28, K Stone was elected to 
be the new President of El Camino Real 
District United Methodist Women. K 
recently served as the District UMW 
Vice-President and before that filled the 
“Membership Nurture & Outreach” role. 
She has been the driving force behind 
two successful UMW “Limitless” 
events for young women and teens. Her 
focus as president will be “Connect, 
Communicate, Collaborate, and 
Celebrate.” 

K attended the thrilling UMW Assembly event in St. Louis four 
years ago, along with several other Almaden Hills women. On 
May 18-20, 2018, she will be an Assembly attendee in 
Columbus, Ohio, and hopes that other Almaden Hills women 
will join her for this huge and most impressive event. 

Our family would like to say “thank you” for 
all the prayers, goodwill, strength, and hope 
you have provided during this incredibly 
challenging time in our lives. 

Over the past several years, so many of you 
prayed for us, sent cards and flowers, brought 
delicious food, listened, and provided support 
while we took care of Joe. 

We feel a special closeness to our friends at 
Almaden Hills United Methodist Church 
(AHUMC) because you have been here and 
played an integral part in shaping our family 
foundation. 

When Joe and I moved to San Jose 50+ years 
ago, we joined AHUMC and immediately 
developed a special bond that cannot be 
expressed in words. 

AHUMC has been our “Rock” and we are 
proud to be members of such an outstanding 
fellowship. Thank you again for your kindness 
and for always being there. 

We love you. 
Margaret Major and Family 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards, phone calls and 
meals after my knee surgery. They were greatly appreciated 
and lifted me up during the rough times. ~ Bill Messerly 


