
 

What a great understanding we have been learning about and 
living into during July's Vacation Bible School: We are “made 
by God and built for a purpose!” We did this with a team 
(directed by our Peggy Joy) who prepared a week filled with 
Bible stories, “fun factory” crafts, and tons of games and loving 
relationships. 

This great understanding is also one that I am learning about 
and living into as I am becoming a part of the Almaden Hills 
UMC family. I am experiencing this family as one with many 
people made by God who are living with purpose at this church. 
There are so many of you who give so generously of your time, 
resources, and energies. There seems to be a place and purpose 
for each person, and still you make room for new people to live 
out their purposes, too. 
This reminds me of First Corinthians 12. In this scripture chapter, we are reminded that we are all vital members of the 
body of Christ, of the family. The 27th verse says, “Now, you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of 
it.” 
I am so grateful to be a part of this body, this family with you. Thank you for making room for me to be with you as 
we live God's purpose here at 1200 Blossom Hill Road and as we, from here, reach out into our world. 
Blessings, 

Pastor Mariellen 
 

Words of Faith 
Incline thy ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. 
Preserve my life, for I am godly, save thy servant who trusts in thee. 
Thou art my God; be gracious to me, O Lord, for to thee do I cry all the 
day. 
Gladden the soul of thy servant, for to thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
For thou, O Lord, art good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to 
all who call on thee. 
~ Psalm 86: 1-5 

Sunday Morning 
Schedule 

10:00 a.m. -- Worship 
10:15 a.m. -- Children's Worship & 

Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. -- Coffee Fellowship 
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Mission U in August 
Just a reminder that the overnight Mission U educational event in Livermore 
is on August 11 (beginning at 2 p.m.) and August 12 (ending at 4 p.m.). Five 
of our Almaden Hills women have already registered. Contact  K Stone or 
Debbie Ow to arrange a car pool. 

The one-day Mission U event in Palo Alto will be held on Saturday, Aug. 26, 
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Register early by July 30 and pay $40. Register by the 
regular deadline of August 13 and pay $50. A small scholarship is available 
from our Almaden Hills UMW. Bonnie Home will attend this event. Contact 
her to arrange a carpool. 

The Mission U Unstoppable sessions for young women ages 12 to 25 are free 
of charge at both locations. 

National Night Out and Backpack Giveaway 
On Tuesday, August 1, our church hosts our neighborhood for the annual National Night Out. We provide a family 
faire atmosphere, with food, games, educational booths, cake walks, and other activities. We give backpacks and 
school supplies to the children who live in the low-income Hoffman-Via Monte area. 

You can help provide this fun happening with financial donations to help purchase the backpacks, helping to stuff the 
backpacks with school supplies on Sunday, July 30, or joining in the evening of August 1 to set up and staff the event. 
Sign in at the volunteer table at 4:00 p.m., and we will let you know where help is needed. 

The Big Church Yard Sale is coming August 12, 9 AM-2 PM. 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
Bring your clean, reusable items to the Fellowship Hall Thursday and Friday 8/10 & 8/11, 9-2, and stay to help sort. 
Sorters get first chance to buy. You also can bring items Thursday from 6-8 PM. 

Come at 8 AM Saturday; bring something to sell in the bake shop, then help set up. Come anytime to help sell and at 
2 PM we’ll clean up. 

Tell everyone you know about the sale! If you are on the Nextdoor social network for your neighborhood community, 
post a notice on it to let your neighbors know. 
Questions? Ask Junetta McKewan or Susan Revers. 

CROP Walk Update 
The 2017 CROP Walk raised 
$29,222. Our Almaden Hills 
UMC team raised $5,078 of this, 
which was the highest total of all 
the United Methodist churches, 
and the second highest of 
churches of all denominations. 
The coordinator sends his thanks 
and appreciation to our 
congregation for our great 
support of the South Bay CROP 
Walk this year and every year. 

Discovering Disciples 
Kindergarten- 5th grade Sunday School Program 
August 6 – 27, 2017 
Theme: “Jesus in the Synagogue” 
Jesus was the promised Messiah, the one sent by God to bring 
good news to all people. As Jesus' followers, we too can tell the 
good news of God's love for everyone. 
Children will become familiar with a story that tells about the 
beginning of Jesus' ministry; recognize that Jesus grew up in an 
ordinary family and an ordinary town; become familiar with 
aspects of Jesus' daily life as a child; realize that all people, 
including Jesus, experience rejection; recognize that all people 
can do wonderful things despite being rejected; have an 
opportunity to work for others, as Jesus did. 

Free Music School 
Fall Session begins on Friday, August 25th, 
at 4 p.m. 
The Free Music School provides free, weekly 
instrumental music lessons to students entering 
grades 4-12. Parents provide the instruments; 
we provide the lessons, free of charge. 
Currently we offer instruction on violin, flute, 
clarinet, trumpet, saxophone, trombone, 
baritone or tuba (students choose one). 

Our classes are taught by volunteer “Music 
Mentors” in a group setting. We offer 
beginning, intermediate and advanced classes, 
in addition to music theory. Group classes are 
30 minutes in length, and are scheduled 
between 4-6 p.m. on Friday afternoons. 

Please invite your family, friends and 
neighbors to join our program as we begin our 
11th year! We welcome new students and new 
Music Mentors. To participate, all new students 
will need to attend the registration/information 
session on Friday, August 25th, at 4 p.m. in the 
AHUMC Sanctuary. No RSVP is required -- 
just show up! 

For more information about our program, 
please contact Candace Love or visit our 
website at http://www.freemusicschool.com 

Speed Bumps 
Many of our congregation have been requesting installation of 
speed bumps to slow down the area traffic cutting through our 
lot. This has been an ongoing problem which has gotten worse in 
recent months. Trustees were asked to install speed bumps for 
the safety of everyone. I would like to thank Elder Hack and 
Elder Sheffer for assisting me in the installation. 

~Bill Messerly 



 

Spirituality         Joint Youth Ministry  
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“Summer Share” 
The Joint Youth Group will have lots to say at the 
“Summer Share” evening on August 20 when students and 
leaders share about (1) the mission trip to Crownpoint, 
New Mexico, (2) Junior High Camp, and (3) the Mexico 
Mission Trip. Many thanks to our committed leaders who 
helped drive us there and back, worked alongside us, did 
fundraising with us, prayed for us and cared about our 
students. We couldn't have done these trips without you. 

Communion Preparation 
Help Needed 

Help wanted: One or two people who 
would be willing to set up for 
communion on the first Sunday of the 
month three or four times a year. 
Please see Paulette Wilkey. 

Wednesday Morning Women 
The group has started reading Half Truths, by Adam Hamilton. The 
book was recommended by Lilian Guansing and the chapters are 
thought provoking and stimulate conversation. The subtitle is “God 
Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible 
Doesn't Say.” Chapter 1 discussed the familiar “Everything Happens 
for a Reason” and talked about why we need to reconsider saying this 
to people. As an interesting coincidence, the Unfolding Light website 
of daily meditations dealt with the exact same topic. Here is one line 
from that blog: “Stop trying to figure out God's plan and pay attention 
to God's presence.” Another chapter title sure to cause a stir is “God 
said it, I believe it, that settles it.” Come join us at 7:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday mornings in the Fireside Room. 

Help Wanted 
Pastor Mariellen and the Worship Commission are looking for help to prepare the slides for Sunday morning worship 
services. This will require a commitment of up to two hours a week, usually on Saturday. The prime candidate needs 
to know how to use PowerPoint and optionally about flashdrives and DropBox. We can provide a training session. 
John Hess usually provides the slides for the hymns and Pastor Mariellen provides her own slides. This would involve 
creation of slides for the Call to Worship, Welcome, Children's Story, and Offering. Creativity is encouraged. Please 
contact Pastor Mariellen or Marialice Messerly if you have an interest. 

Raising The Framework For A Wall 

Daphne Warren 
Spackles Drywall 

AHUMC Financial Snapshot 
 April 2017 Year-To-Date	

Actual Budget Variance 
Total Income 

$ 142,311 $ 141,096 $ 1,215 
Total Expense 

$ 150,457 $ 156,581 $ (6,124) 
Conference Tithe Obligation (Apportionments) 

Actual Expected Variance 
$ 14,100 $ 14,231 $ (131) 

Apportionments are paid in all months except 
January and July 

Reflections on the JYM New Mexico Mission Trip 
This trip has been beyond amazing for me. I was blessed with the 
best work crew I could hope for. In one week, my work crew was 
able to build and raise all the walls for a small house that a woman 
named Grandma Smiley will hopefully move into by the end of the 
summer. I am so thankful for this mission trip because I truly grew 
in my friendships with so many people. I’m also thankful because 
being away from home and technology gave me time to reevaluate 
what living a healthy life means and the importance of serving 
others. Thank you all so much for the donations you gave to make 
this trip possible. ~ Anika Manuel 
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2017 California-Nevada Annual Conference	

By Doris Britschgi 
Listening...lots of listening. That’s what the 800+ United 
Methodists from California and Nevada did at the 169th session 
of our Annual Conference, held this year in Burlingame. 
Paulette Wilkey, Russ and Doris Britschgi, retiring pastor 
Jane Schlager, and incoming pastor Mariellen Yoshino, all representing AHUMC, listened to a variety of inspiring 
speakers, worship leaders, tributes to recently departed pastors and spouses, rituals of the ordination of new pastors, 
theological seminary representatives, presentations of awards for service beyond the norm, divergent opinions about 
legislation... You get the idea. But the theme of testifying to love was felt throughout. Our soft-spoken new leader, 
Bishop Minerva Carcaño, handled the business and concerns of the conference professionally and compassionately. 
Legislation and other Conference business included: 

Voting to create a fifth district from some of the churches in the bay area with redistribution of churches in the 
other districts. (AHUMC is still part of El Camino Real District.) A new focus is on starting churches in heavily 
populated areas where there are none. 
Encouraging lawmakers to welcome and support immigrants. 
Affirming LGBTQIA+ clergy, including the election of Bishop Karen Oliveto. 
An invitation to all churches to become educated about saving oceans and sea life. 
The reading of appointments of all pastors and prayers for them. 

All of the speakers shared various personal stories and how those stories affect or are a result of their faith. Bishop 
Carcaño can empathize with the poor because of her childhood years working in Texas cotton fields with her family. 
Featured speaker Erin Hawkins, chief executive of the General Commission on Religion and Race in Washington, 
D.C., shared that racial misunderstandings she has experienced help her realize the need to listen to the stories of those 
with whom we disagree to bring about understanding. Dr. James Salley from Africa University said refugee students at 
his school are getting “degrees of hope” through their schooling. Rev. Greg Bergquist told us that the death of his 
beloved grandmother on Easter Sunday when he was only six years old left a profound mark on him, affecting his 
understanding of love. In small groups, all attendees shared situations that shaped us, as well as our churches’ stories 
today that impact others. 

Listening to each other’s testifying is a part of love. Our individual stories matter and can shape the church as it goes 
forward. 

Testify to Love. Your Story Matters    By Paulette Wilkey 
It was my honor to represent you at our Annual Conference again this year. 
The theme was “Testify to Love. Your Story Matters.” And we heard some wonderful 
stories throughout conference. 

I took thirty copies of our Reconciling booklet, “Voices of Inclusion,” and left them on 
the Reconciling table. I saw a few people I recognized and presented them with copies. 
I also gave one to our Conference Lay Speaker. 

Thursday evening there was a Welcome Reception for Bishop Carcaño. On my way to the reception the theme of the 
conference was on my mind and I was inspired to bring the Bishop a copy. I waited in line and when it was my turn to 
greet the Bishop, she hugged me, asked my name and what church I was from. I replied, then presented her with our 
“Voices of Inclusion” booklet. After a couple of photos, she accepted and thanked me for the gift. 
Thinking back, it was perfect because it “Testifies to the Love” at Almaden Hills and it tells our “Story.” 

And of the thirty copies, there were none left to bring home. 

A New District Superintendent 
Action taken at the recent Annual Conference has now divided our Conference into five Districts, 
whereas there were formerly only four. Our church is located in El Camino Real District. 
With the reorganization into five Districts, we have a new District Superintendent: the Rev. Shinya 
Goto, who most recently was pastor of San Jose First UMC in San Jose. He has also served at 
Madera UMC and at San Jose's Wesley UMC. Rev. Goto was born in Tokyo, Japan, forty years ago, 
and came to the U. S. at age 12. He earned a B. A. in Anthropology from the University of 
Washington in Seattle, and a Masters of Divinity from Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley. His 
wife is Rev. Jennifer Goto, pastor of St. Paul's UMC in San Jose. Their children are a son, Dakota (age 12) and a 
daughter, Reina (age 6). 

Our former District Superintendent, Rev. Staci Current, is now District Superintendent of the Bay District. 
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The First Sunday With Our New Pastor	

Speaking from the pulpit, Pastor Mariellen evolved the 
scripture, “Perhaps you were born for just such a time as this” 
(Esther 4:14), into a wonderful story of her life and ours. 
Her path to ministry was less dramatic than some would like, 
but God was in charge – God needs us even though we are 
flawed and broken. God is working on us right now. God is 
preparing us right now. 

You may listen to the full text of her sermon by selecting the 
“Pastor’s Message” link on our church WEB site:  
http://www.almadenhillsumc.org . 

Leading Communion 

Sharing in the Children's Moment 

After the worship service, we joined together in The 
Fellowship Hall to welcome her with an old-fashioned 
Methodist potluck. 

Susan Baird, chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee 
(SPRC), presented Mariellen with the Getting To Know You 
cards that members of our congregation had prepared. 

Lots of Delicious Food 
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Fellowship Church News 
	

Variety Book Study Group 
Wednesday, August 16, 7:30 p.m. 
In the Fireside Room 

The book for August is 
Flight Behavior by 
Barbara Kingsolver. Our 
discussion leader will be 
Amy Fisher. Anyone 
who has read the book is 
invited to the discussion. 

The book for September 
is The Rosie Project by 
Graeme Simsion. 

Auction Echoes -- Patio Luncheon 
At their first Patio Luncheon on June 17, Jodi Picard, Leslie 
Hallenbeck and Garnet Martinez hosted Cindy Skrivanek, Suzanne 
and Gary Jones, Marilyn Crandall, Len and Trilbe Fortunati, Carl 
Hudson, Bill and Marialice Messerly, Jean Pricolo, Lynn Silva, 
Doris Warren, and Sue Gresch on Jodi's backyard patio. They served 
a four-course luncheon of Cold Raspberry Soup, Apricot Nectar Salad, 
Beef Brisket, Mashed Potato with Cheddar and Leek Casserole, Best 
Ever Green Bean Casserole, Rolls with Butter, and Spicy Apple Bundt 
Cake with Vanilla Ice Cream. There was lots of conversation from 
beginning to end at the luncheon. For the first Patio Luncheon (even 
with the heat) it was a very good day! 

Hiking Group 
While volunteering at the Warming 
Center this spring, a few people got to 
talking about how much they like hiking, 
and a small group said they'd like to do 
more hiking together. There is a group of 
about 12 people who have indicated a 
preference for this to continue. Weekly 
might be too frequent but the process so 
far has been that a person proposes a hike 
and notifies the rest of the group. As long 
as three can make it, the hike happens.  

So far, the group has gone to Almaden 
Lake and Guadalupe Oak Meadow in San 
Jose, St. Joseph Hill in Los Gatos, and 
the Mummy Mountain Trail at Coyote 
Lake in Gilroy. If you know of a fun 
hike, contact Linda Cordoba, Cindy 
Skrivanek, or Allison Nelson and we'll 
share the contact list with you. We live in 
such a beautiful area, and this has the 
potential to become an enduring part of 
AHUMC fellowship. 

A Note of Thanks from Roger Somero 
Dear Church Friends, 
A few days in the hospital for foot surgery this summer went sour fast. 
Gangrene led to fever dreams that had me in their grip for a time. I 
came too close to the edge for comfort. I am grateful that my wife Beth 
was at my side making choices for me. I thank you all for your support, 
love and prayers that helped get me through this experience. I am not 
yet ready for visitors as I have a lot to learn, and the physical therapy to 
prepare me for my new leg will be demanding.  But I want you to know 
how much I appreciate your care and thoughtfulness. I feel like a very 
fortunate guy, and am eager to move ahead. ~ Roger Somero 

Family Life Small Group 
On Saturday, June 17, members of our AHUMC Family Life small group 
spent the afternoon as volunteers, serving lunch to the residents at the 
LifeMoves | Georgia Travis House. Formerly Commercial Street Inn, the 
Georgia Travis House provides stabilization shelter and services for 
homeless women and children in San Jose. 

LifeMoves programs teach homeless adults the life skills they need to find a 
rapid and lasting return to stable housing and long-term self-sufficiency. 
They also encourage their homeless families with children to aim for higher 
education, which will enable them to earn higher wages and become more 
financially secure as adults. Their goal is to break the cycle of intergen-
erational poverty and one of its most visible symptoms: homelessness. 

The “Family Life Small Group” is for families with elementary and 
middle school children. The group normally meets twice a month, 
usually from 5:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. in the Fireside Room. However, 
they occasionally hold mutually agreed upon social events outside of 
the church. 

The trip to Georgia Travis House was truly a blessed afternoon for ALL. 

“How Can I Keep From Singing?” 
Our annual Choir Retreat, where we preview music for the coming 
year, is coming up in September. Whether or not you know for sure 
that you want to join the choir, you are invited to sing with us at the 
retreat. You know it will be nothing but fun! 
The Thursday night session on September 14 is at our church, 
beginning with a dinnertime potluck of snacks and goodies. Then we'll 
spend the evening going over some of our new choir music. 

On Saturday morning, September 16, we'll carpool to a surprise 
location away from church for a full day of singing. Then those who 
can stay afterward will go to a nearby restaurant for a group dinner. 

If you love to sing but aren't sure if you can commit to a whole year in 
the choir, consider participating through the Christmas season, when 
we'll rehearse some especially lovely music. 

Sympathy 
Bob Jenkins, husband of Claire Jenkins, passed away on June 26. A memorial service was held at our 
church. Cards and notes of care may be sent to Claire Jenkins, 2289 Fairglen Drive, San Jose CA 95125. 
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News of Our Church Family 	
	Our Former Pastor Received the Francis Asbury Award 
This year's Francis Asbury Award was presented to the Rev. Jane Schlager at the June 
Annual Conference meeting in Burlingame. The award recognizes individuals who have 
fostered the church's ministries in higher education. The award is named for Bishop Asbury 
because of his advocacy for the church in education. 

Jane Schlager has been involved with campus ministry for almost two decades. She serves 
on the local board of the Ecumenical House where she has supported the vision of campus 
ministry at San Francisco State University, serving on the search committee for campus 
pastors, and partnering with campus pastors to provide an environment for students to 
explore their identity and faith. 

She served as chair of the Annual Conference's Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry. In this capacity, she 
coordinated campus ministries around the Conference through grants, providing resources, and mentorship for campus 
pastors, and providing a voice for local campus ministries to the Conference. 

Family Album 
Beginning in late June, DeForrest and Bonnie Home spent a week in beautiful Lake Tahoe at a resort they purchased 
in the silent auction at the Joint Youth Ministry fundraiser this past spring. They relaxed a lot, but went out doing 
things as well. They enjoyed touring the car show in the patio near their resort. They took the Heavenly Valley 
gondola ride to the top of the mountain, took the evening walk at Taylor Creek led by the park rangers, and saw a 
show with two comics at The Improv. They had dinner at two elegant restaurants, both with perfect views of the lake. 
On the 4th they watched fireworks over the lake from their resort's beach, and saw a magic show the following 
evening. After all that, they found time to use the swimming pool a couple of times. It was a wonderful vacation. 

Windy Marrs has moved from her former apartment at The Terraces in Los Gatos and is now in assisted living at The 
Terraces. She always enjoys visits from her Almaden Hills friends. Contact the church office for her new room number 
and new telephone number. 

During the last week of June, Bill & Marialice Messerly, with their daughter Margo Sparks, her husband Brian, and 
their children Ethan and Bailey joined Bill's brother and sister, their spouses, and all of their children and 
grandchildren in Charleston, SC to witness nephew Bryan Collins assume command of the 628 Comptroller Squadron 
at Joint Base Charleston. Brian is a Lt. Col. in the Air Force. The group totaled 12 adults and 8 children and a good 
time was had by all. Highlights of the trip included staying at a large rental home in the bayou area of Sewee, touring 
Charleston, sampling their great restaurants, and watching all the grandchildren enjoying each other's company. 

Donna Stirling continues to enjoy singing with the choir at her San Diego retirement community. Their Spring 
Concert on Memorial Day included lots of classic favorites such as “Edelweiss,” “Take Me Home, Country Roads,” 
and “Bridge Over Troubled Waters.” Halfway through the concert Donna read to the audience the poem titled “The 
Path That Leads Nowhere,” composed by Corinne Roosevelt Robinson, sister of President Teddy Roosevelt and aunt 
of Eleanor Roosevelt. The poem says that the path that leads to Somewhere is noisy and hurried, while the path that 
leads to Nowhere allows time for dreams, joy, and beauty. Donna is glad to be living near her children and 
grandchildren and spends time with them often. 

Sarah Asada, along with 44 other Vivace Youth Chorus singers, toured 
eastern Canada from June 28 to July 5, staying at McGill and Laval 
Universities. They performed at several sites including Montreal's 
Notre Dame Cathedral and Quebec's Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupre. They 
also had time to visit Montmorency Waterfalls Park (see photo on right) 
and have dinner at a Sugar Shack. It was a great experience getting to 
know the other singers better and bonding with them. 

Dear Church Family, 
Greetings from very hot Sacramento! I hope these words find 
you all well. It is with a heart full of gratitude that we thank 
you for our wonderful send off. Susan and all the members of 
the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, you created a wonderful 
day. Thank you. 

The BBQ was delicious and I hope you all enjoyed it as much 
as we did. Thank you for welcoming my family and longtime 
friends. The theme of Baseball was perfect—thank you John 
Baird for the clever gifts and words and for the song written by 
Byron for the choir to sing. The people who spoke touched my 
heart with their kind words. I have read all the cards and looked 
through the albums of memories--Thank you, Kay and Bonnie. 
We look forward to seeing a Giants game and spending the 
night in The City. And, “yes”, we will post a picture to prove 
we were there with smiles on our faces. 

With love and hugs, Jane and David 

Thanksgiving for New Life 
Greysen Pierre Welch was born on July 12 
to Courtney Hallenbeck Welch and Shane 
Welch. Courtney is the daughter of Don and 
Leslie Hallenbeck, and Greysen is their third 
grandchild. 


