
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
10:00 a.m. -- Worship 
10:15 a.m. -- Children's Worship & Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. -- Coffee Fellowship 

While scripture encourages us to “rejoice in the Lord always...,” please know I am rejoicing in an even 
greater amount, as I prepare to be the pastor of Almaden Hills UMC! 
Since learning I would be your pastor I have been learning more about the church and congregation. Pastor 
Jane Schlager and I have been meeting together for the last couple of months. In our breakfast (!) meetings 
Jane has shared with me the incredible ministry of this reconciling congregation. She has told me of your 
traditions and history. She has described your commitment to mission and outreach. And most certainly, she 
has conveyed her great love and care for all of you. 

How blessed you have been to have had Jane as your pastor. How 
blessed I am to know her as a friend and colleague who so genuinely 
shares her wisdom and experience with me. 
I am looking forward to meeting each one of you. My first Sunday 
with you will be July 2nd. Not only will we be worshipping together, 
I understand we will be sharing in a great AHUMC potluck lunch! 
Rejoicing, greatly rejoicing, 

       Pastor Mariellen 
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It's Pool Party Time! Bring Your Towel and Your Chair! 
Saturday, July 29, 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
At the Meek Pierce Family's Pool 
1434 Camino Robles Way, San Jose 95120 
Whether you swim or not, spend a little time with us poolside at this year's All-Church 
Pool Party. Bring something to cook for yourself on the barbecue, and something to share 
at the potluck table. Drinks and tableware are provided. Bring a jacket to wear when it gets 
cool, and your guitar if you like to strum. 

You'll need to bring your own chair, as our hosts don't have enough for all of us. The party is limited to the first 40 
people who sign up, so make your reservation now. Sign up on Sunday's “Prayer & Presence” card, or contact Bonnie 
Home. 

Vacation Bible School 
July 17 - 21 from 9 a.m. until noon ! 

Register NOW!    –    FREE ! 

Registration forms are available in our church 
office. 
Children will be taking on the role of inventors as 
they discover that all of us were fearfully and 
wonderfully made by God the creator! 

Note: We do not charge participants in our 
Vacation Bible School so that every child who 
wants to come may attend. Donations to support 
this mode of operation are gladly accepted from 
parents, grandparents, and anyone else – write 
VBS on your check to AHUMC. 

Discovering Disciples 
Kindergarten- 5th grade Sunday School Program 
July 2 - 30, 2017 
Theme: “Into the Promised Land” 

The Bible tells us how God worked though Moses to guide 
the people of Israel through the wilderness, and to form them 
into a great nation. God leads persons today to trust God’s 
guidance, to work for the well-being of all people, and to live 
together in peace. 

Children will learn that 

God provided for the Israelites during their wilderness 
journey. 
We thank God for the blessings God gives us. 
God gave us special laws called the Ten Commandments. 
God wants our love and worship. 

Children’s Ministries and Family Events	
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Yard Sale August 12 
Plan Ahead-- Get a jump on cleaning out those closets and the garage for good things that you are no longer using. 
Someone else can use them and the church will benefit with a little extra income. Everybody wins (you, the church and 
a neighbor who purchases your prior treasure). 

Circle the date on your calendar--Saturday, August 12. Plan on delivering your treasures on Thursday and Friday, 
August 10 and 11, and stay to help sort. Questions? Call Junetta McKewan or Susan Revers. 

Looking Good 
Our Fellowship Hall kitchen is looking cleaner than it ever has. The ushers' cabinet in the narthex has been 
sorted and tidied. There are two new toilets in the women's restroom in the church office, and new blinds 
on the windows in the Fellowship Hall. Our windows and screens have been washed. Our gardens have 
been pruned and weeded. 
Our thanks to all of you who saw a job that needed doing, and got it done. On Sunday morning the ushers 
go beyond their prescribed duties to wipe down the handrails, sweep up the leaves, and put the pews back 
in order. Our Trustees are continually making repairs. But others of you who have no official titles are 
staying after events to wash dishes and put furniture away. You make sure that no food is left behind in the 
refrigerators or on the counters. If you see trash in the parking lot you take it to the waste basket. 

It takes all of us to keep our church home looking beautiful. Thank you, Almaden “angels.” 



  

High School And College Graduates 	
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Let's Welcome Pastor Mariellen and Get to Know Her 
Pastor Mariellen's first Sunday with us at AHUMC will be Sunday, July 2. Please come to church and plan to stay after 
for a potluck luncheon. Here's your opportunity to get a first glimpse of her and have her get that first glimpse of you. 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) will provide beverages and table set up. Just bring a dish to share. 
You'll have the opportunity to talk informally with our new pastor. 

Getting to Know You 
On June 18th and 25th the SPRC began providing the congregation with blank “autobiography cards” during the 
worship services. Everyone is asked to give a brief introduction of themselves on the cards. SPRC will attach a photo 
from our past directory or one recently taken of new members, and present the cards to Pastor Mariellen so that she 
can get to know us more easily. 
In the months of July and August, SPRC plans to host informal get togethers of small groups in our homes so that we 
can have an opportunity to know Pastor Mariellen better. If you would be willing to host one of these dessert socials, 
please call the church office or Susan Baird. 

High School Graduates 
Camille Vo graduated from Leigh High School. She will attend U. C. Merced to study materials engineering. 
Phil Seaman graduated from Soquel High School. He will attend Sonoma State University to study computer science. 

Katherine Smallwood graduated from Santa Teresa High School. She will attend De Anza College and San Jose State 
University. 

Gabriel Daily, son of Michelle Herlth, graduated from Gunderson High School and from Middle College based at San 
Jose City College. He will attend San Jose State University, majoring in criminology and psychology, with plans for a 
law degree. 

Davis Burckhardt, grandson of Gary & Suzanne Jones, graduated from George Washington High School in Denver, 
Colorado. He plans to attend the University of Colorado in Boulder. He is traveling in Europe this summer. 
Hailey McLain, granddaughter of Milt & Susan Revers, graduated from Vista Murrieta High School in Murrieta, 
California. She will attend Riverside Community College. 

Amanda Elizabeth Friedman, daughter of Jill Alexander and granddaughter of Al & Caroline Alexander, graduated 
from Cosumnes Oaks High School in Elk Grove, with an honor cord in Visual & Performing Arts. She will attend San 
Francisco State University in the fall. 

Jason Juliette, grandson of Amy Fisher, graduated from Clear Brook High School in Friendswood, Texas. He will 
attend the University of Texas. 

Ella Dabney, granddaughter of Amy Fisher, graduated from Chisago Lakes High School in Lindstrom, Minnesota. 
Jordan Tyler Greenly, great-granddaughter of Sue Wilson, graduated from McKinney North High School in 
McKinney, Texas. She will attend the community college in the fall, and then go on to state college. She plays the 
saxophone. 
Mathew Tourangeau, grandson of Bruce & Kay Michaels, graduated from Health Sciences and Human Services 
High School in Burien, Washington. He will attend community college. 
Max Bode, son of Jeff Bode and grandson of Jane Bode, graduated from Amy Biehl Charter High School in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. He will attend the University of New Mexico. He is interested in film production and 
animation. 

College & University Graduates 
Sarah Chung, daughter of Gary and Wendy Chung, graduated from Stanford University with a BA in International 
Relations and a minor in Chinese Studies. This summer she will complete her fellowship with AmeriCorps 
JusticeCorps in Redwood City, and will travel in Europe. In the fall she will work for a management consulting firm in 
San Francisco. 

Steven Anthony Montesano, son of Coleen & Tony Montesano, graduated from U. C. Santa Barbara with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in economics & accounting. This summer he will prepare for the exam to become a Certified Public 
Accountant. 

Tom Selinger, son of Pat Selinger, graduated from U. C. Merced in mechanical engineering. 

Bridget Cooper, granddaughter of Gary & Suzanne Jones, graduated from the University of Colorado. Her major was 
education and she plans to teach fifth grade. This summer she is traveling in Italy. 

Wecome   –   New Opportunities 	
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Spirituality                                                          Mission Outreach 
	

Mission U Deadlines in July 
Here are the deadlines to keep in mind for the very informative Mission U classes being offered this summer. 

OVERNIGHT IN-DEPTH EVENT IN LIVERMORE 
To be held on Friday, August 11, 2 p.m. to Saturday, August 12, 4 p.m. 

Choose from these classes -- 
“Living as a Covenant Community” 
“Mission Conferences of The United Methodist Church in the U. S.” 
“Climate Justice: A Call to Hope & Action” 

Registration Deadline is July 11. Cost ranges from $125 to $185. Miss the deadline and the late registration penalty is 
an additional $25. A small scholarship is available from our Almaden Hills UMW. 

Four of our Almaden Hills women have already registered for the Livermore event. Contact K Stone or Debbie Ow to 
arrange a car pool. 

ONE-DAY EVENT IN PALO ALTO 
To be held on Saturday, August 26, 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

The three classes offered in Livermore will also be given in Palo Alto, plus “The Bible and Human Sexuality -- 
Claiming God's Good Gift.” 
Register by July 30 and pay $40. (Register by August 13 and pay $50. The later registration penalty is an additional 
$10, totaling $60.) 

A small scholarship is available from our Almaden Hills UMW. UMW Conference scholarships are also available. 
Submit the Conference scholarship application for the Palo Alto event by July 13. 
One of our Almaden Hills women has already registered for the Palo Alto event. Contact Bonnie Home to arrange a 
car pool. 

MISSION U UNSTOPPABLE – For young women ages 12 to 25. 

Overnight Event in Livermore, August 11 & 12   –   One-Day Event in Palo Alto, August 26. 
The topic will be “In Mission Together – A Youth Study on Missionary Conferences.” The study involves hands-on 
experiences. Free of charge, but registration is required. 
Registration deadline for Livermore (overnight) -- July 11 
Registration deadline for Palo Alto (one day) -- August 13 

Warming Center 2017 
On Saturday, April 29, the doors closed on 
our church’s warming center operation for 
2017. On that last day, we hosted a special 
luncheon for our lady guests, with tables set 
with flower arrangements, food, punch, cake, 
movie passes and Bingo. Our guests were 
thrilled! 
Throughout these three months, we’ve served 
some 20 or so medically fragile ladies who 
had no other place to go. Some of you made 
what I am hoping are lasting relationships 
with one or more of them. And, most 
importantly, we provided a constant place 
they could go, a necessary part of the process 
that allows them to focus on working with 
their case managers in order to find more 
permanent housing. 

Overall during the three months, we had 91 
total volunteers, 38 of them from AHUMC. 
The total number of recorded volunteer hours 
was 1,358 – Almaden Hills volunteers served 
70% of these! So, on behalf of the Outreach 
Commission and the warming center 
organizing team, I would like to thank you 
for supporting the 2017 warming center. 

Bruce Eshleman 
Chair, Outreach 

Dignity On Wheels (DOW) Departs 
A big thank you to all who volunteered their time, effort and 
caring spirit to facilitate the mobile shower and laundry facilities 
for the homeless every Wednesday and Saturday morning since 
July of 2016. DOW could no longer justify the cost of each trip 
($500) with the number of guests who took advantage of the 
service. However they are most appreciative of our participation. 
~ Mary Blakeslee, Diane Kellogg, Carol Horan, Jody Tempel 

Reporter’s Note: 
Volunteer Mary Blakeslee deserves special thanks as well. No one 
could have done more than she did to promote this fabulous 
truck. She spent hours distributing over 600 fliers to potential 
clients -- well worth the effort. ~Chimes Staff. 

National Night Out and Backpack Giveaway 
On Tuesday, August 1, our church hosts our neighborhood for the 
annual National Night Out. We provide a family faire 
atmosphere, with food, games, educational booths, cake walks, 
and other activities. We give backpacks and school supplies to the 
children who live in the low-income Hoffman-Via Monte area. 

You can help provide this fun happening with financial donations 
to help purchase the backpacks, helping to stuff the backpacks 
with school supplies on a Sunday before the event, or joining in 
the evening of August 1 to set up and staff the event. Sign in at 
the volunteer table at 4:00 p.m., and we will let you know where 
help is needed. 
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Worship Adult Education 
	

Wednesday Morning Women 
The group will soon be finishing A Lineage of 
Grace: Five Stories of Unlikely Women Who 
Changed Eternity, by Francine Rivers. Telling 
the stories of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba 
and Mary, the author uses the Bible stories as 
the foundation for her version of their stories. 
Each of these women is in the lineage of Jesus 
and their diverse lives and backgrounds trigger 
conversations about why these women were 
included in the Bible. 

Our next book was recommended by former member Lilian 
Guansing. The title is Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help 
Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn't Say. It was written 
by Adam Hamilton, an author we've enjoyed in the past, and the 
book should provide interesting content for discussion. While 
women can join this group at any time, at the start of a new book 
is a good time. This is also an opportunity for those who have the 
summer off to come learn and have fun with us. Join us at 7:00 
a.m. Wednesday mornings in the Fireside Room. 

Variety Book Study Group 
Wednesday, July 19, 7:30 p.m. 

In the Fireside Room 
The book for July is VietnamEazy by Trami 
Nguyen Cron. Our discussion leader will 
be Anne Marie Beveridge. There are only 
four copies of this book in the San Jose 
libraries, so plan your reading accordingly. 
Anyone who has read the book is invited to the 
discussion. 
The book for August is Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver. 

A Financial Challenge 
Ted Pierce, chair of the Finance Committee, 
reports that we will soon have two 
unexpected losses affecting our church 
budget. (1) Head Start will no longer meet 
in our building, so our church will no longer 
receive the $1,400 per month they have 
been paying in rental fees. (2) Beginning 
July 1, we will no longer be sharing 
parsonage housing expenses with another 
church, but will pay the full amount. 

Sign Up For Altar Flowers 
Many of us enjoy the beautiful altar arrangements on Sunday mornings. You may not know that at the donor's request, 
these arrangements are often delivered to members of the congregation after the service to bring them cheer at home or 
in the hospital. 
There are still some weeks available to sign up. The flower calendar hangs on the Fireside Room door to make it easy 
and convenient for you. Please consider the pleasure your flower donation can bring. You may arrange your flower 
order with our Flower Coordinator, Kay Michaels, with a local florist, or you can bring in your own arrangement. 

AHUMC Financial Snapshot 
 April 2017 Year-To-Date	

Actual Budget Variance 
Total Income 

$ 142,311 $ 141,096 $ 1,215 
Total Expense 

$ 150,457 $ 156,581 $ (6,124) 
Conference Tithe Obligation (Apportionments) 

Actual Expected Variance 
$ 14,100 $ 14,231 $ (131) 

Apportionments are paid in all months except 
January and July 

New Banners for our Sanctuary 
We have brand new banners in our sanctuary, positioned over the two narthex 
doors. One says “Peace Be With You -- John 20:19” and the other says “Be At 
Peace With One Another -- Mark 9:50.” Our thanks to Cindy Skrivanek for 
choosing these banners and envisioning where they might look best. Our 
thanks as well to the Trustees and their team who installed the banners -- not 
an easy job! 
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Fellowship Church News 
	

Auction Echoes: Hike & Brunch 
On April 29 Dave and Heather LeRoy and Leonard and Trilbe Fortunati hosted an Auction event that included a 
hike and brunch. The Hearty Hikers were Mike Dile, Lana Khorosheva, Bryan and Rosemary Fujimoto, John and 
Susan Baird, Charlie and Libby Rettner, Garnet Martinez, Diane Moots, and Kevin LeRoy. Dave LeRoy chose a 
new County Park off Bear Creek Road that proved to be challenging. The Gentle Hikers were Carol Scott, Jodi 
Picard, Don and Judy Chamberlin, and Leonard Fortunati. Heather LeRoy led the group on a history walking tour 
of Villa Montalvo in Saratoga. 

Other guests included Dick and Junetta McKewan and Carl Hudson. Brunch served on the patio featured smoothies, 
casseroles, Frog's Eye Salad, breads, fruit and cookies. 

Auction Echoes – Tour of the Sikh Temple 
Saturday, June 10, was cool but sunny, and the view of Santa Clara Valley from the impressive Gurdwara Sahib 
temple in the Evergreen foothills was spectacular. The twenty guests from our church, both women and men, were 
given white bandanas to cover their hair. They left their shoes in the closet cubbies, and washed their hands at the 
closet’s sink. Then they followed their turbaned guide to one of the meditation rooms which also serves as a museum, 
where he told the history of the Sikh religion. The religion encourages its followers to provide for people in need, and 
for that reason its large dining room is open to anyone and everyone, 24 hours a day. 
The Almaden Hills group was given lunch free of charge as part of the tour. (Temple members dine sitting cross-
legged on the carpeted floor, but our church folk sat on chairs at tables.) Following the tour the group was invited to 
the Fortunati house for root beer floats and homemade cookies. In addition to hosts Trilbe & Leonard Fortunati, the 
group included Cris Ayala, Cris’s mother Carolyn Ayala, Pam Benitez, Carol Bish, Don Chamberlin, Linda 
Cordoba, Carlos Cortez, Dale Crandall, Kim Fortunati, G. A. Hawthorne, Bonnie Home, DeForrest 
Home, Carl Hudson, Dick McKewan, Junetta McKewan, Diane Moots, Jodi Picard, and Jean Pricolo. 



 
 

 
 

  

 

The Chimes Editorial Staff 
  

Arlie Hitt, Editor - arliehitt@aol.com 
Bonnie Home, Reporter - bonstance22@yahoo.com 

Deadline for Next Issue: 
July 9 
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News of Our Church Family 	
	

Words of Faith 
May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

~ Jude 1:2 

Hiking In Italy 
John and Susan Baird recently returned from a 
vacation in Italy. Their group of thirteen hiked through 
the mountainous Cinque Terre area while also visiting 
the towns of Santa Margherita, Portofino, Levanto and 
Portovenere. Evenings were spent dining for three 
hours on delicious Italian food, especially seafood. 
Before and after the hiking part of the trip they visited 
Genoa, Florence and Siena. 

Crandall Explorations 
Dale and Marilyn Crandall recently enjoyed a trip to Sicily and 
southern Italy, with a tour of Sicily's ancient landscapes.  
This mountainous island is separated from the boot heel of Italy by 50 
kilometers. From early times, Sicily has been invaded by many groups 
from Africa, Northern Europe, and Asia. Each invading group left 
monuments and temples behind. Dale and Marilyn saw many well 
preserved ruins, especially Greek ruins. Family-run restaurants and 
small hotels with deliciously prepared meals helped make this trip 
special. They enjoyed the people, ocean and mountain scenery, and 
visiting out-of-the-way places. 

Sympathy 
Long-time member Jack Kerrigan passed away on Tuesday, June 6. Cards and notes of care 
may be sent to the Kerrigan Family, 766 Colleen Drive, San Jose, CA, 95123-4609. 

Lilian's Rhine River Cruise 
In June Lilian Guansing returned from a ten-day Rhine 
River cruise, traveling from Amsterdam, Holland, to 
Basel, Switzerland. There were daily stops with 
excursions that included Cologne, Koblenz, Rudesheim, 
Mainz, Heidelberg, and Breisach in Germany and 
Strasbourg in France. She traveled with thirteen friends 
from her former Wisconsin church. The companionship 
and the dining were both exceptional. 



 
  We Welcomed New Members on May 21	
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As a returning member of Almaden Hills UMC, I have been welcomed back with open arms. I 
am amazed that so many people remember me! Everyone has made me feel right at home. 
When I was a member previously, I performed cat rescues. People remembered! I am no longer 
involved very much in rescue, but my daughter has taken over. She mostly rescues dogs and finds 
homes for them. 
I really think that loving animals is in our genes. My dad was such an animal lover. People would 
say to him, “Don't touch that dog. He will bite.” He said he petted every dog he saw and was 
never bitten. 

My dog, Molly, is a therapy dog and we are beginning visits to a memory center this month. 
I tutor two ladies, one from China and one from South Korea, helping them with the English language. 
I have one granddaughter, Olivia. She went to church with me when she was much younger. Now she is 21 and in her 
third year of college. 
I am very happy to be back at Almaden Hills UMC and look forward to being an active member of the congregation. 
Thanks to everyone for making me feel welcomed! 
~ Beverley Canon 

Born and raised in San Jose, CA, I’m really happy to call AHUMC my new church home. After 
years of searching, I finally found a church that is in sync with my Christian beliefs, one that is 
committed to social justice and community service. At AHUMC I have found that faith is 
expressed in action. I enjoy reading, gardening, hiking, volunteering at a free medical clinic and 
on church projects and, of course, spending time with my family. 
I work for a wealth advisor business in Los Altos. I have two wonderful children, four marvelous 
grandchildren and one very spoiled cat. 
~ Linda Cordoba 

Ron was raised in the Catholic church, and Leo was introduced to the 
Christian community in his college years. However, when we came to San 
Jose we began searching for a church which was more inclusive and 
accepting of our family. We were introduced to Almaden Hills UMC by our 
friend, Craig Mosher. We are married, and with our son Zeek we have found 
a welcome home at AHUMC. 

~ Ron and Leo Chen 

My name is Diana L Herr and I am very happy to be a new member of Almaden Hills UMC. I 
am also new to the Methodist faith, having been raised by my maternal grandparents who were 
Grace Pentecostal Ministers, and then followed my own personal practice as a Messianic Gentile. 
Not sure what that means?… just ask me! I am a 4th generation US Navy veteran and have lived 
all over the country, but San Jose has always been home to me. My wife Kathy and I moved back 
to the San Francisco Bay Area from Fresno with a job transfer and promotion for me with PG&E 
where I have been for the last 27.5 years. I have two wonderful step-children, Keegan and 
Lauren, and Kathy and I are foster moms to a great young man, Machi. All three are on their own 
in colleges in Fresno, San Luis Obispo, and San Diego. I am an avid music listener. I love to 

travel, read, attend the theater, and just hang out with my best friend, my wife! I am an ardent San Francisco Giants fan 
and take every opportunity I can to see them play. I have also begun weaving this last year and am thoroughly 
enjoying creating useful and beautiful fabrics. More than anything else, I love the LORD and am grateful for every day 
I am blessed with the opportunity to be of service to G-d and to my fellows. 
~ Diana L Herr 

My name is Kathy Herr. I am grateful to have found a home with all of you at Almaden Hills 
United Methodist Church. 
I am the wife of Diana Herr, known to me as Kirby. I have three children. My son Keegan is 25 
years old, my daughter Lauren is 19 years old and my youngest son Machi is 18 years old. I'm 
owned by two Airedales, Sadie and MacKenzie. Professionally I am an RN/Nurse Practitioner 
with a specialty in Women's and Adolescent Health. I am also a Credentialed School Nurse and 
am employed with San Jose Unified School District. I am a volunteer with San Jose RotaCare 
and with “Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep,” which provides the gift of remembrance photography 
for parents suffering the loss of a baby. My passions are swimming, cycling, traveling, torturing 

Kirby, reading, photography, baking, SF Giants, New Orleans Saints, theatre and music to name a few. I have been an 
active competitor with a US Masters Swimming and am now searching for a local team. One of my swim 
accomplishments was swimming from Alcatraz to San Francisco, finishing just behind Keegan in 59 minutes. I look 
forward to getting to know the AHUMC family! 

~ Kathy Herr 
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I’m very happy to be a new member of AHUMC where I have worshipped since last fall. I’ve 
participated with the Dignity On Wheels shower and laundry truck and the warming center 
ministry, as well as the Road Class on Wednesdays. People at AHUMC are so friendly, and I 
have experienced the Methodist “right hand of fellowship” welcome! I’ve been in the same home 
off Santa Teresa Boulevard for 47 years, and for many of those years I was active in the Free 
Methodist Church in San Jose. My Methodist roots go back to my childhood in Florida, with a 
short-term missionary year in the Republic of Congo after college. My daughter is a National 
Park ranger at Rocky Mountain National Park. She is planning a second career as an Episcopal 
priest, and she'll begin that journey at Iliff Seminary in Denver this fall. Her husband and my 13-
year-old grandson will be with her on the adventure. So church is a very important part of my 
life, and I am grateful for the warm welcome I’ve received at AHUMC. Many thanks to Pastor 
Jane and the congregation for your friendship and kindness. 
~ Marie Moore 

Originally a native of the East Coast, I moved to California twenty years ago. I am a graduate of 
San Jose State University. The day I came to Almaden Hills United Methodist Church, I knew I 
had found my home church. I am thrilled to have found a church that is so active in its Christian 
mission, in particular working to help the homeless community. My interests include writing, 
photography, walking and volunteering. 

My husband and I recently celebrated our first year of marriage. I am overjoyed, blessed and 
humbled by the miracle God gave me in letting me conceive my first child naturally at age 43, 
and am so grateful to this church for their love, support and continued prayers for the child's 
development in utero and delivery. 

~ Danielle Perri 

I’m happy to be a new member of the AHUMC family. I have appreciated the friendly and 
welcoming congregation. I particularly like that AHUMC is welcoming to all. I grew up in a 
military family so spent my childhood on the move. We moved 22 times during my youth. 
Fortunately for me it was mostly to Oahu and back to Moffett Field in Sunnyvale. I lived the next 
significant part of my life in Cupertino where my children grew up and went to school. It was there 
that I became a Community Activist in the early 70’s. I was the first woman Planning 
Commissioner and first woman to be elected to the Cupertino City Council. For the last 25 years I 
have been an active member of the Cupertino Rotary Club, the world’s largest service organization. 
Rotary has given me many opportunities for Community Service as well as travel to Ghana for 
polio eradication and Mexico to deliver wheelchairs. Currently I am the President of the Cupertino 
Rotary Endowment Foundation. I enjoy spending time with my eight grandchildren ages 13 to 24. I 
love to travel--especially to visit our National Parks. 

~ Kathy Nellis 

My name is Carlos Cortez and I was born in Mexico. My family immigrated to the United States 
in the early 70's when I was a child and have been in northern California ever since. I have two 
brothers and one sister and we were all raised the Bay Area. Both of my parents are in Livermore 
and I have eleven nephews and nieces that I love dearly. No kids for me, thanks. Last year I 
moved to San Jose to be with Cris Ayala and he introduced me to his spiritual family here at 
Almaden Hills church. I am very happy he did. 
I consider myself a self-taught cook because I like to cook for friends and family. I have been 
working in the food industry for the last ten years. I have catered special events in the past and 
would love to do so again in the future. I love cheese, I love wine and craft beer. I recently started 

working for Starbucks Corporation as a barista so that means I wake up at 3 a.m., Monday through Friday, to have 
coffee ready for everyone by 4 a.m. Rain or shine. My favorite is the cold brew coffee we sell. 
In the near future I am planning to take some classes through Arizona State University's online campus and possibly 
obtain a degree in Business Sustainability -- something I have always been interested in. 
I have spent a lot of time planning my future, some of it wasted I am sure, but I have surrounded myself with great 
people and a partner who loves me. I have great friends and I enjoy making new ones all the time. I have picked up a 
lot of hands-on experience along the way so you could say I have many hats. Just ask if you're curious. I'll tell you, and 
you could borrow one. 
I am very glad I have finally found a Spiritual Home of my own and can't wait to see where my journey will take me. 
~ Carlos Cortez 


