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“We don’t pretend to understand the mystery
of what goes on in God’s Church.
We just know we feel a pervading spirit of love
that reaches into the niches of all of us
and pulls us out into the open,
free and alive and belonging…”
- Ann Weems, “This Church”

On Sunday, February 12th, close to 40 folks (Legacy and new, young and not-so-young) from our congregation met to
talk about how we, as leaders, can further the mission of the church. Questions asked: What are our strengths? What
are we good at? What are we doing or NOT doing? What kind of support is needed, financially, volunteers? If you
could engage Church Council in ONE conversation to further the work of the committees, boards and council, what
would the conversation be about and why is it important?
There was a lot of energy in the room. There was participation from young Allyson Meek-Pierce articulately sharing
concerns and ideas. Folks newer to the congregations expressed ways to strengthen and update our communication
through the website, calendaring (“Who owns the Calendar?”) email, newsletter. There was a suggestion to update our
current computer system.
Anne-Marie Beverage, with a background in marketing, asked, “What’s our brand?” How do we advertise it?
Deb Ow will be consolidating all that was recorded in the small groups and reported to the larger group. This will be
made available on the website and hard copies printed for anyone who wants them.
The first of our findings will be taken up by the Church Council at future meetings where a block of time will be set
aside to have discussion, set action steps and pray our work on its way.
So much good is happening here. How do we build on it, expand it, and encourage others to join us? Good work,
friends! And a special thank you to Russ Britschgi and John Baird for their leadership. We are on our way!
Blessings, Pastor Jane

New Brochure in the Pews
Don't Forget to “Spring Forward”
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 12.
Remember to turn your clocks one hour ahead on
Saturday night!

Visitors to Almaden Hills UMC will find a
brand new brochure in the pew racks, with
information about the church. Our thanks to
the Welcome Team for producing such a
beautiful document.

Children’s Ministries and Family Events
The Christmas Video as a Fundraiser

Discovering Disciples

Our first-ever pre-recorded
Christmas skit, starring
several members of our
Joint Youth Group,
entertained our congregation in December,
and is now available on
a DVD.

Kindergarten – 5th Grade Sunday School Program
March 2017
Theme: “The Lord's Supper”
Bible Verse: “Do this in remembrance of me”
~Luke 22:19
Jesus gave his disciples, and us, the Lord's
Supper as a way to remember him and all he
taught us. Children will experience the Lord's
Supper through their sense of sight and
visualization and through the telling and hearing
of the story.

You are welcome to pick up
your copy from the basket in
the church office or just inside the sanctuary door,
and leave a donation in the basket. Proceeds will
go to our Joint Youth Group. Our thanks to John
Baird for producing the movie and making these
DVDs for us.

2017 Vacation Bible School
Imagine a world where curious kids become hands-on inventors
who discover they are lovingly crafted by God.
Their creativity is sparked by interaction with amazing
decorations and experiences.
This year our Vacation Bible School will be the MAKER FUN
FACTORY - Created by God...Built for a purpose!
Mark your calendar now for July 17 - 21 from 9 a.m. until noon!

Easter Season Calendar

(All services in the Sanctuary and at 10:00 a.m. unless noted.)
3/1 Ash Wednesday, Contemplative Service, 7:00 p.m.
4/9 Palm/Passion Sunday
4/13 Maundy Thursday Communion Service, 7:00 p.m.
4/14 Good Friday Services led by Joint Youth Ministry, AHUMC Sanctuary
4/16 Easter Sunday, 3 services: 7:00 a.m. on the Patio, 8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m.
There will be an Easter Breakfast provided with freewill offering starting around 7:30 a.m. Easter Sunday
morning in the Fellowship Hall. More details of Easter events to follow in later Chimes.

Auction Echoes – Spaghetti and Sing Along
On February 11, thirty-seven persons attended the first ever “AHUMC Spaghetti and Sing Along.” The event was
hosted by George & Cindy Skrivanek, assisted by Candace & Daryl Love. The Skrivaneks originally created this
event as an item in last October's church auction, then later opened it up to any who wanted to attend.
The delicious food buffet consisted of Italian salad, Caesar salad, spaghetti, mild sausage, hot sausage, garlic bread,
brownies, and cheesecake. John Hess played piano for the sing along – songs were requested by the participants in
advance, which reflected a diverse range of popular music. Some of the songs included are listed below.
Folk Songs

Beatles Tunes

Old Time Favorites

If I Had a Hammer
Puff The Magic Dragon
Where Have All The Flowers Gone?
Blowin' In The Wind

Can't Buy Me Love
I Want To Hold Your Hand
Yesterday

By The Light Of The Silvery Moon
Shine On Harvest Moon
That's Amore
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Joint Youth Ministry

Active Spirituality

“Evening at the Movies”

Sunday, March 26, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. – Fellowship Hall
This year's Joint Youth Ministry fundraiser will be a star-studded night, with our Fellowship Hall transformed into a
Hollywood at its best. Your catered dinner will be served by teens dressed in their movie star finest. Three “Silent
Auction” rooms will be filled to the brim with everything from gift baskets to dinner vouchers to weekend vacation
homes. The evening will end with a fabulous talent show put on by our talented teens.
Tickets are on sale on Sundays after the worship service, or online at www.jointyouthgroup.com Proceeds from this
fundraiser go directly to scholarships for the Youth Ministry's mission trips, service projects, summer camps,
leadership camps, and year-round program events.

WOMEN'S LENTEN RETREAT

“Soul Tending -- Spirituality for Everyday Life”
March 31-April 2 in the Santa Cruz Mountains
The women's retreat at Mission Springs in the Santa Cruz Mountains is a wonderful
weekend filled with spiritual talks, lots of group singing led by Michelle Herlth & Andrea
Hartman, hikes in the woods, and delicious meals that you don't have to prepare. This year's
retreat leader is Rev. Linda Holbrook, who left the corporate world to become a United
Methodist pastor and certified Spiritual Director.
Registering for this year's women's Lenten retreat has never been easier -- because the
registrar is K Stone from our church! The retreat includes two overnight stays and six meals,
and every Almaden Hills woman who attends will be given a partial scholarship, regardless
of need. In addition, there are District United Methodist Women scholarships available to pay for more of the cost.
Pick up the registration forms and scholarship forms from the counter in the church office. The deadline for District
scholarship applications is March 3. The deadline for registering to attend is March 10. But don't wait until the last
minute!

Let Justice Roll
Our conference of The United Methodist Church is divided into several "circuits," and Almaden Hills belongs to one
with the Silicon Valley name of "The Integrated Circuit." Our Circuit will be holding a dinner and speaker series
during the season of Lent. Each Tuesday we will meet at one of our six churches. We are not hosting one at AHUMC
due to lack of available space but I encourage you all to attend as many as you are able. This is a wonderful
opportunity to learn, share and grow.
March 7 -- Doug Dionne, Immigration Lawyer, at Willow Glen UMC
March 14 -- TBA
March 21 -- Speaker on Islamic Issues, at Campbell UMC
March 28 -- Rev. Ron Buford - 12 Step Process for Unlearning Racism, at Good Samaritan UMC
April 4 -- Michael Roosevelt - Unconscious Bias in our Criminal Justice System, at Los Gatos UMC

Almaden Hills Church is Honored by the City
At the 2017 “State of the City” event on February 11, City Council
member Johnny Khamis presented Junetta McKewan and Pastor Jane
Schlager with “Community Honoree” medals for their service to the city
and its residents. In the audience were San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo,
as well as mayors of neighboring cities. All of San Jose's City Council members
were present, and awarded medals to various honorees from their own districts. San
Jose Unified School Board members attended, including Kimberly Meek and her
family. Members of the County Board of Supervisors and our California legislators
also came.
The morning concluded with Mayor Liccardo's “State of the City” address, giving
his vision of the many projects that San Jose employees will undertake in the
coming year, and inviting our citizens to beautify our city and help it thrive.
When the program was over, the audience moved to the adjacent
auditorium to browse through displays put up by various city
services. Among them was the city’s Parks, Recreation and
Neighborhood Services (PRNS) booth. Sue Bowling designed the
display board in that booth, and was there to represent the Volunteer
Management Unit as well as the Adopt-A-Park program.
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Mission

Outreach

A Thank You From Mary Elizabeth Inn
(Mary Elizabeth Inn was built by Mary Glide, who also built Glide Memorial Church. It is a designated National
Mission Institution, and receives support from United Methodist Women.)
Dear Almaden Hills United Methodist Women,
On behalf of the residents, staff and the Board of Directors of Mary Elizabeth Inn, I would like to thank you for your
generous in-kind donation of scarves to the residents of our two housing sites. I also wish to express my appreciation
for your taking the time to visit residents and provide tea and cookies.
Mary Elizabeth Inn is a non-profit organization with a 100-year history of providing crucial services to women in our
community who are in need. We administer programs of permanent housing and supportive services at two historic
buildings in San Francisco. It is our mission to end the cycle of poverty and homelessness for women in the Bay Area.
It is our vision that women across all life’s stages are empowered to achieve self-sufficiency, independence and
security. Women served by Mary Elizabeth Inn include those who are homeless and low income, and many who are
victims of domestic violence.
It was a pleasure meeting all of you and, again, many thanks for your generous support.
Sincerely,
Dion Roberts
Executive Director
Mary Elizabeth Inn
1040 Bush Street
San Francisco CA 94109

“Leading from the Heart”
The United Methodist Women who gathered at Salinas First United Methodist Church on February 4th were treated to
a morning of practical and inspiring leadership training sessions, beginning with Rev. Kristie Olah’s talk and slide
show. “Leading from the Heart” was not just a pretty title for her presentation. It was the focus of her message. We are
the best, the strongest, and the most joyful when we lead from our strengths and our passions. Her audience took a few
minutes to take a survey of their strengths, to see in which areas they were strongest. Some people were strong in more
than one area.
– “Influencing” (speaking up and taking charge; wanting to excel)
– “Strategic Thinking” (dreaming what could be; analyzing the facts)
– “Executing” (turning an idea into a reality; knowing how to get things done)
– “Relationship Building” (making connections; acting as the glue holding the group together)
Our speaker loves baseball and used as an example the leadership shown by Chicago Cubs team players during a rain
delay to inspire their teammates to win the World Series. Not everyone has to be a leader, though. It’s the “worker
bees” who actually carry out the vision of the group, and the work should not fall on only one of those “bees.” Engage
in “Appreciative Inquiry,” to notice what has worked well for your group over the past two years. Reinforce those
activities, and discard events that are outdated or ineffective.
Several attendees that day were Spanish speakers, and a translator was kept busy filling them in on the morning’s
talks. It is the heart’s desire of UMW District President Sally Wenzel to identify District Language Coordinators for
the various languages spoken by our United Methodist Women members.
It was wonderful to sing while accompanied by talented pianist Carolyn Lemcke. The day’s offering benefitted the
UMW Legacy Fund, which is an enduring endowment begun in honor of the organization’s 150th anniversary coming
up in 2019.
The Almaden Hills women attending this
event were K Stone, Debbie Ow, and
Bonnie Home.

Bonnie Home, K Stone, Debbie Ow, & Rev. Kristie Olah
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Worship

Adult Education

Tuesday Morning Book Group
The Tuesday morning book group welcomes new participants at
any time of the year. Their approach is to read slowly and
discuss what they've read, along with other related topics that
come to mind. If you are interested, come and visit. An ideal
time to join is when they are about to begin study of a new
book, and the following people can tell you when that will be –
Sue Baird, Mary Blakeslee, Judy Chamberlin, Amy Fisher,
Carol Horan, Marialice Messerly, Jody Tempel and Cassie
Williams. The group meets on Tuesday mornings at 10:30 a.m.

AHUMC Financial Snapshot
December 2016 Year-To-Date
Actual
Budget
Variance
Total Income
$ 458,538 $ 455,694 $ 2,844
Total Expense
$ 436,061 $ 457,158 ($ 21,097)
Conference Tithe Obligation (Apportionments)
Actual
Expected Variance
$ 45,854 $ 45,854 $ 0
Apportionments are paid in all months except
January and July

Bouquet of Service
Historically, at Easter time our church has offered an opportunity for
people to donate to the flower fund in honor or in memory of someone.
In keeping with this year's Lenten theme of Preparing to Serve, we are
enhancing this practice to allow your donations to be designated to
go toward one of our church service projects, instead of or in
addition to the flower fund. We will be 'growing' a bouquet in the
narthex with the names of the loved ones honored and remembered, and the associated projects selected. Be thinking of who has
given special meaning to your life, and more details will follow as we get
closer to Easter Sunday.

Lenten Themes
Wednesday Morning Women
The group continues to persevere through With
or Without God, by Gretta Vospers. The book
has challenged and sometimes angered us with
the thoughts she presents. On a positive note,
the leader came in one morning with small
pieces of paper and asked us to write down our
definition of God. We all commented on how
we were glad she used small pieces of paper so
we weren't too intimidated. We deposited our
results into a box and the results were read
anonymously. What interesting ideas! One was
so poetic, we thought the rest of the
congregation might appreciate it too.
“I put qualities like these into a bucket:
 Goodness
 Beauty
 The wonder of the stars of the universe
 The laws of physics
 Truth
 Raindrops
 Trees
 The circle of life

This year, our church will explore a different view of the
traditional “Give up something for Lent” idea. Rather than only
concerning ourselves with sacrifice, the focus for this Lent will
be on what Jesus was doing during those forty days: preparing
to serve.
In Jesus’ case, it was on the cross, in the story that we all know
so well. But we will use this Lenten season to examine ways
that we can serve right now. In times of such change and
tumult, the needs all around us have not diminished – perhaps
they have even increased. Serving others lets us become the
“children of light” spoken of in Ephesians 5:8-11:
“For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are
light. Live as children of light—for the fruit of the light is
found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them.”
God calls us to respond to our global concerns with local acts of
service and love, that we may be light to those in need. Our
musical theme for Lent will be We Are Called by David Haas
(#2172 in The Faith We Sing). As the hymn encourages us, “We
are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly. We
are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.”
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent on Wednesday,
March 1. There will be a quiet service in the sanctuary starting
at 7:00 p.m. The 40 days of Lent climax on Easter Sunday,
April 16. Join us for our journey this year.

Then I take out a Sharpie (TM) pen and label
my bucket G-O-D.”
This exercise and subsequent discussion
stretched us. We also talked about the Bible
and began talking about Jesus. That discussion
is to be continued. All women are invited to
join us on Wednesday mornings at 7 a.m. in
the Fireside Room for a light snack and
fellowship, along with discussion.

Ushers Needed
Are you an expert in running events smoothly (circle all that
apply)?
Yes
No
The correct answer is shown above (the answer you marked!).
We don't need experts – we do need more ushers for Sunday
morning services. You won't have to usher on all Sundays. If
you can help, contact Wayne or Terri Sawdon to discuss
which Sundays you can usher.
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Fellowship

Church News

Trustees Work Day –
March 11
Our Almaden Hills trustees are
asking for help to work on our
church grounds on Saturday,
March 11, beginning at 9 a.m.
See Bill Messerly if you can
volunteer.

Variety Book Study Group
Wednesday, March 15, 7:30 p.m.
In the Fireside Room

The book for March is The Last Runaway by
Tracy Chevalier. Our discussion leader is Susan
Baird. Anyone who has read the book is invited
to the discussion.
The book for April is The Nightingale by Kristin
Hannah.

Auction Echoes – Coffee Tasting

Auction Echoes – Japanese Dinner

Having coffee with Jodi Picard at her home on
Saturday, February 11, turned out to be a real
adventure. Jodi was prepared with nine kinds of
coffee ranging from decaf, to light, medium,
bold and fully caffeinated. She told her guests the
history of coffee and advised them on how best to
taste it. The coffees were accompanied by, of
course ... Cinnamon Rolls and Sour Cream
Coffeecake! Guests were Mary Kasse, Marilyn
Crandall, Carol Bish, Marialice Messerly,
and Gary & Suzanne Jones accompanied by
their daughter Becca Burckhardt from Colorado.
Coffees were from three local stores who either
donated the coffees at no cost or gave a generous
discount. One gave Jodi a little handbook with
notes on such topics as tasting steps and coffee
regions. This may become an annual auction item.

You know that an Auction dinner is a success when the
hosts have as much fun as the guests do! On Saturday,
January 28, this dinner was a housewarming of sorts for
the newly renovated home of Bryan and Rosemary
Fujimoto. Rosemary spent the day chopping the
ingredients, and Bryan was the chef for this seven course
menu -- miso soup; a traditional Japanese salad of lettuce,
carrots, and radishes; four kinds of sushi (shrimp, ahi,
salmon, and scallops); skewers of chicken and pork; stir
fry vegetables; and for dessert, lemon pound cake with
green tea ice cream. Each course was expertly served by
the waitstaff, John and Sue Baird. Guests were Karen &
Bruce Eshleman, Trilbe & Leonard Fortunati, Judy &
Don Chamberlin, Terri & Wayne Sawdon, G. A.
Hawthorne, Jean Pricolo, and Mike Dile.

Auction Echoes – Cincinnati Chili Dinner
“Cincinnati Chili” was brought to our country by three Greek families, who established “chili parlors” in Cincinnati.
On February 18 the Messerlys recreated this delicacy. The main course was Cincinnati Chili served with spaghetti and
hot dogs, with participants choosing their own toppings of grated cheese, beans, and chopped onions. Desserts
included Key lime pie, French vanilla cake and red velvet cake, served with chocolate and vanilla ice cream. Bill &
Marialice Messerly hosted this event in their home, assisted by Jodi Picard.
Lucky participates were Pam Benitez, Dale &
Marilyn Crandall, Leonard & Trilbe Fortunati,
Don & Leslie Hallenbeck, Arlie & Carolyn Hitt,
Carl Hudson, Gary & Suzanne Jones, Dick &
Junetta McKewan, Jean Pricolo, Sharon
Rasmussen & husband Bill Rhodes, and Lynn
Silva.
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News of Our Church Family
Sympathy
Velma Perry’s grandson Michael was killed in a bike accident on January 4. Cards
and notes of care may be sent to Velma Perry, 346 Mill Pond Drive, San Jose CA
95125.
The father of Laila Nayrouz, Subhi Jildeh, passed away on January 16 in Jerusalem,
Palestine. Cards and notes of care may be sent to Laila Nayrouz, 1308 Addiewell
Place, San Jose, CA 95120.
Phyllis House's sister-in-law passed away on January 18. Cards and notes of care may
be sent to Phyllis House & Family, 6770 Crystal Springs Court, San Jose, CA 95120.

I can't begin to express my gratitude to my Almaden Hills family for all the
love and support that you gave to my family and I after Mario passed away. I
was afraid to see people I knew because I didn't want to see their sad faces
and sympathy they had for me. But, when I did come to church and saw
everyone, I knew they felt my loss and surrounded me with love, hugs, and a
genuine willingness to help me in any way that I needed. I can't really say that
I know what I need, but I know that when I do need someone, my church
family will be there. Thank you all so much, I have been truly blessed to have
you all in my life.
Garnet Martinez and family

Eagle Scout
William Pense, son of Todd & Linda Pense and
grandson of Burnett & Arlene Pense, received his
Eagle Scout Award on January 7. He earned his award
by building a wooden walkway in five pieces to be
placed over water pipes in the Santa Cruz Mountains.
This project made it possible for the Santa Clara
firefighters to reach the tower more easily.

Congratulations to Mike Nugent
Michael Nugent is currently in first place among 50 competitors
by peddling 137 miles on a stationary bike for a South Valley Y
fundraiser.

The Chimes Editorial Staff

Words of Faith
We are God's servants, working together;
you are God's field, God's building.

Arlie Hitt, Editor - arliehitt@aol.com
Bonnie Home, Reporter - bonstance22@yahoo.com

~ I Corinthians 3:9

Deadline for Next Issue:
March 12
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