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I remember back when I was in Junior High there was a big brouhaha in my church. We couldn't get
anybody to volunteer to teach Sunday School. So somebody got the bright idea of hiring and paying
Sunday School teachers. An ad was put in the local paper. When the members saw the ad it all hit the fan.
And that reminded me of when I had turned 18 and parents of the local Camp Fire Girl group hired me to
be their counselor at camp that year because none of them were available.
Both times it was easier to pay someone to do it rather than do it ourselves. Now I am not making a
judgement here. We live in a world today where both parents work and time is at a premium. I tell these
two stories because I have come to realize that I have been paying/electing others to do the work that God
may be calling ME to do. And I get frustrated when MY concerns are not being supported as I think they
should.
Sojourners Magazine said this week, “In Jesus Christ, God hits the streets. And preparing for that is the
meaning of advent.” So, I’m thinkin’…it is time for ME, for US, to hit the streets. It is time to be
responders and not just reactors. Remember the call of Jesus. It is the one constant on which we can
depend. No matter who is in elective office, locally or nationally, it does not allow us to stand on the
sidelines and let somebody/institution do it for us. It is WE who are called upon to bring about the
Kingdom--a world of peace, where people are not afraid, where all are fed, housed, healthy and LOVED.
God keeps his promises to us and we must keep our part of the covenant--always.
What is your issue…your Cause? And are you preparing to hit the Streets ? May it be so.
In Holy Aliveness,

Sunday Morning Schedule

10:00 a.m. -- Worship
10:15 a.m. -- Children's Worship & Sunday School
11:00 a.m. -- Coffee Fellowship

For Ten Months of the Year ~
Chimes Deadline Is the Second Sunday
As you schedule your committee events for 2017,
please mark the second Sunday of each month as
the Chimes deadline. Then you'll never be
surprised, or miss getting your event advertised.
The only exceptions to this rule are in November
and December, when the deadline is a week earlier
because of Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Children’s Ministries and Family Events
Discovering Disciples

Kindergarten – 5th grade Sunday School Program
January 1 – Special NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION!
January 8 – 29 - “Jonah”
“You are a kind and merciful God, and you are very patient. You always show love, and you don’t like to
punish anyone.”
Jonah 4:2 CEV
The story of Jonah helps us understand that God loves all people and will forgive them when they repent.
Children will have the opportunity to become familiar with the story of Jonah and explore ways to tell others
about God, as Jonah did.

Be a Shepherd or a Wise Man
Even after Christmas is over, we can continue to serve as
Shepherds and Wise Men to our Sunday School classes. Each
Sunday the children rotate to a different station, for activities in
Science, on the Computer, Cooking in the church kitchen,
Video, or listening to the Storyteller -- with all of the stations
reinforcing the Bible story for that month. If you are
knowledgeable about one of those stations, then you could be
the instructor (or “wise man”) for that Sunday only, and attend
the church worship service for the other Sundays of that month.
If you volunteer, you may choose your own month and even
your own Sunday, to fit your schedule.
The Shepherd's role is also important, as we cannot hold a class without two adults present. The Shepherd
takes care of the children's needs so that the instructor can concentrate on the lesson. These duties might be
escorting children to the restroom door, getting out the first aid kit to treat small scrapes, or keeping order in
the classroom. Again, you may choose a date that fits your own schedule.
Please contact Peggy Joy Dile if you can help with the children's Sunday School. You'll enjoy making
friends with this youngest generation of our church. Try it once -- under no obligation to continue -- and you
just may like it!

It's Soup Weather! – Don't Wait to Clip Those Labels
For years Almaden Hills UMC has mailed “Box Tops for Education” and Campbell's “Labels for Education”
to United Methodist-sponsored McCurdy Ministries in Española, New Mexico. Please clip the box tops and
labels and put them in the box on top of the water fountain in the sanctuary's narthex. There is a list of
participating products in that box and also on the bulletin board outside the Fireside Room door. Our thanks
to Dolores Fagalde who prepares the box tops and labels for mailing, and to Doris Warren who packages
them up and ships them to New Mexico every year.
The Campbell's “Labels for Education” program will end on August 1 of 2017. In order for McCurdy
Ministries to make the most of your labels, we must mail them early in the summer so that they will have
time to submit them. Only the soup labels with the “Labels for Education” logo will be accepted.
See the McCurdy Ministries website at
http://www.mccurdy.org/give.html
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Joint Youth Ministry

Beyond Our Church Campus

Gifts of Comfort
Our Joint Youth Ministry members continue to show their care and compassion for other people with one thoughtful
project after the other. In December they baked small loaves of specialty breads -- such as pineapple bread and banana
bread -- to give to people who had lost loved ones this past year. The thank you notes sent to the youth told how much
these gifts meant to the recipients.
At their annual Mall Night each December the youth go shopping with their own money to buy Christmas gifts for
“Esther's Outreach,” a ministry of Cambrian Park UMC, and then spend the evening wrapping and tagging the
presents.

Lilian's Fourth Volunteer-in-Mission Trip
February 5 to March 19, 2017

In March I will be going back to Bani United Methodist Church, Pangasinan, Philippines, for my fourth MedicalDental Mission.
Bani UMC was my team's designated parish partner-in-mission in the Volunteer in Mission (VIM) that was started in
2011. Besides the medical-dental mission trip with the local team this year, we will partner with the Medical
Ambassador of the Philippines (MAP).
In November of 2015, Alice Banas RN, executive director of MAP, visited AHUMC. After her presentation of the
MAP activities, we had envisioned that this organization would provide training for health care workers in the United
Methodist churches of Western Pangasinan. These health care workers would be the primary resource for basic health
needs of the community. Their training would include areas of health maintenance, disease prevention, nutrition,
hygiene, and herbal medicinal plants for minor illnesses. The goal is the availability of an ongoing resource person for
health needs in the community.
The other mission projects scheduled during my six week stay in the Philippines -* A visit with the children in the North Cemetery, assisted by the Kapatiran Kaunlaran Foundation Incorporated
* “KIDS” for high risk youth, with MAP
* The feeding program of Mary Johnston College of Nursing.
Funding for all of these mission projects is still needed for local expenses, which include medicines, transportation,
materials for the health kits, board and lodging. Our local United Methodist Women groups have held sewing
weekends for the “pillow case” dresses. We have been blessed by your continuous prayers and support.
~ Lilian Guansing

Lilian Returns for our Sewing Day!
Some of our most popular church events involve sewing. On January 14 at 9 a.m.
Lilian Guansing will return to Almaden Hills to help us with sewing the little
dresses and shorts she will take to the children she meets during her February
medical mission trip. We'll set up several sewing machines at once and have a
marathon sewing session -- a blitz! It's fun, it's quick, and it's useful. If you can't be
there at 9:00, come when you can and there will be tasks ready for you to do. The
day is sponsored by our church's Mission Commission and the United Methodist
Women.

An Honor for Kimberly
We send our congratulations and best wishes to newly
elected San Jose Unified school board member
Kimberly Meek. She, along with husband Ted and
their three children, knocked on 5,000 doors to let
people know of her plans and vision for their school
district. Her campaign was successful, and she has
already attended her first school board meeting.
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Spirituality

Mission Outreach

If You've Never Been to Mission Springs ...
... this is your chance! The Mission Springs Conference Center in the Santa Cruz Mountains is the very favorite spot
for United Methodist Women to hold their Lenten retreat. But we can only keep that location if enough of us attend.
By signing up to go, you are casting a vote for our retreat to be held there next year, too.
Our keynote speaker and retreat leader will be Rev. Linda Holbrook, a certified Spiritual Director and pastor of First
United Methodist Church of Palo Alto. Before attending seminary, Pastor Linda was a consultant, helping companies
with strategic planning, team building, and conflict resolution.
The retreat begins on Friday, March 31, for dinner, and ends on Sunday, April 2, after lunch. In between you'll hear
inspiring talks, sing wonderful music, hike in the redwoods, and get to know other women from all over our El
Camino Real District. Not only that, but you'll enjoy six delicious meals that you do not cook yourself.
The cost is not cheap, but every Almaden Hills woman who goes will receive a partial scholarship to help defray the
expense. You do not have to consider yourself an official United Methodist Woman to attend. Invite your sister or
your mom or your best friend to come along with you. You'll be glad you did. See K Stone, Bonnie Home, or Debbie
Ow if you have more questions about this event.

Leading from the Heart
Almaden Hills women choose to be United Methodist Women because we have a passion for the work that the
organization does for women, youth and children in our country and around the world. Discerning our particular
passion and providing leadership for that passion gets things done, for the betterment of all.
On Saturday, February 4, we will join with other women from all over El Camino Real District to learn leadership
techniques to make our work as effective as it can be. We'll meet at Salinas First UMC, 404 Lincoln Avenue, from
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Our guest speaker will be Rev. Kristie Olah. In addition to training sessions for UMW
officers, there will be special workshops titled “UMW in Mission,” “Program Planning,” “Teaming Up to Grow
UMW,” and “Knowing God.”
There is no registration fee, but registration forms are requested so that adequate materials will be ready for you. You'll
find the forms on the counter in the church office, and the registration deadline is January 31. To join a carpool, see K
Stone or Bonnie Home.

Thomas Food Project
A few years ago Warren McGuffin, the founder of the Thomas
Food Project in Haiti, gave a talk for our church at a special
luncheon. He told how he had gone on a one-time mission trip to
that country to see what he could do to help. But while he was there,
he became convinced that Haiti needed more -- a holistic approach
to humanitarian assistance that would include not only a sustainable
food program, but also schools and computers, as well as water
purifiers that were both simple and inexpensive. The project he
envisioned would not try the overwhelming task of helping the
entire country, but would instead concentrate on the one small town
of Thomas where a real difference could be made.
Warren continues to send us progress updates. He is relieved to report that October's Hurricane Matthew left their
schools untouched. United Methodist work teams from California, Texas, Pennsylvania and Virginia have worked
recently on the following projects -* Playground equipment installed at one of the schools.
* A rain-catch system for an 1100 gallon cistern.
* Plans for a solar oven installation for the project's bakery, and for the school lunches.
* Installing bio-sand water filters at five residences.
* Arranging English lessons for the chief cook.
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Worship

Adult Education
AHUMC Financial Snapshot
October 2016 Year-To-Date
Actual
Budget
Variance
Total Income
$ 388,420 $ 380,125 $ 8,295
Total Expense
$ 363,037 $ 382,216 ($19,179)
Conference Tithe Obligation (Apportionments)
Actual
Expected Variance
$ 38,576 $ 38,842 ($266)
Note: Apportionments are paid in all months
except January and July

Variety Book Study Group &
“Silicon Valley Reads”

Wednesday, January 18, 7:30 p.m. in the
Fireside Room
If you are reading the 2017 “Silicon Valley
Reads” books on your own this month, why
not join us in the Fireside Room for our
discussion of one of those books! Bonnie
Home will lead the discussion of Unfair The New Science of Criminal Injustice by
Adam Benforado. Some of us plan to attend
the “Silicon Valley Reads” kick-off event at
7:30 p.m. on February 23 at the DeAnza
College Visual & Performing Arts center,
where this author will be interviewed on its
stage.
The book for February is the other “Silicon
Valley Reads” selection -- Writing My Wrongs Life, Death & Redemption in An American
Prison by Shaka Senghor.

Wednesday Morning Women
The group is reading a book by Gretta
Vosper, With or Without God, Why the Way
We Live is More Important than What We
Believe. According to the book cover, Gretta
is a pastor of a church in Canada and the
founder of the Canadian Centre for
Progressive Christianity. The group has read
several other books on progressive
Christianity and this appears to push the
boundaries farther than anything we've read
so far. She talks about change being
challenging and how and why people resist
change. We expect this to be thought
provoking and stimulate lots of discussion.
Please join us in the
Fireside Room on
Wednesday mornings
from 7:00-8:00 a.m. and
we'll learn together.

2017 Altar Flowers
The 2017 altar flower chart is ready for your signups. The
flowers are often given in celebration of any special
occasion such as a birthday or anniversary, or in memory of
a loved one. You may order the flowers by contacting Kay
Michaels. You are also welcome to bring your own
arrangement, either from flowers grown in your own
garden, or purchased from your own florist. During the
month of January, the flower chart will be in the Fireside
Room to make it easier for you to choose your date.

Upper Room Disciplines 2017 Are Here
$15 each

If you yearn to develop a more
prayerful, thoughtful, and relevant
practice of daily devotional time, this
book holds the key. It makes a
wonderful gift at any time during the
year, too. Our United Methodist Women
will be pleased that the readings for
January 23-29 are titled “Who Are We
Becoming in Christ?” and are written by
the UMW's CEO, Harriett Jane Olson.
The basket of books is located in the sanctuary's narthex on
Sunday, and in the church office during the week. Checks may
be made payable to the church.

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Leadership Workshop/Orientation
Sunday Afternoon, January 22, 2017
Led by John Baird

Susanna Wesley Women
Is one of your New Year's resolutions to join a Wesley Small Group? You might consider the Susanna Wesley group,
which has much to offer. We meet once a month on a Monday evening from 6:45 to 8:45 p.m. in the Fireside Room,
January through July. Our goal is to discuss six books that are on the United Methodist Women's reading list, and
review articles from “Response” magazine, in order to earn our UMW Reading Certificates. We spend time in prayer
and in getting to know one another better. We do not serve refreshments, but members often bring a small treat to
share as a surprise. Our first meeting for the new year is on January 23, when we will discuss the book Sally Ride -America's First Woman in Space by Lynn Sherr. Contact Bonnie Home for more information about this group.
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Fellowship

Church News
A Fresh Start for the New Year
Our thanks to Bill Messerly and the Trustees for getting our sanctuary carpets
shampooed and our Fellowship Hall floors cleaned and sealed in time for the
Christmas holidays. The carpets looked fresh and new, and the hall's floor
tiles gleamed! Let's do all we can to keep these floors looking their best.

Plum Pudding -- With First-Timers
Travis Williams attended his very first Plum Pudding Festival in December ...
as the host! He did a splendid job, and made the evening fun for everyone.
A brass quintet, which included Candace Love and Mike Dile, played
Christmas tunes as the crowd arrived, and delivered a stirring brass fanfare to
begin the festivities. John Hess accompanied our carol singing on the piano.
Our wonderful Joint Youth Ministry servers were ably coordinated by Mikaela
and Kiersten Manuel. The servers didn't rest until every need was met, and
helped with cleanup in the kitchen. They truly had the “plum pudding spirit,”
and even sat on the quilt behind the little children to listen to the storyteller.
The Orchard City Community Chorus entertained us well. The group of thirtysix singers, led by Diane James, included AHUMC's Bina Barnabas,
Caroline Alexander, and Dale & Marilyn Crandall. The song “Holly Jolly
Christmas” added some humorous notes on kazoos. They sang "A Classic
Christmas," a medley of "Gloria" by Vivaldi plus excerpts from Handel's
"Messiah."
New this year was The Orchard City Men's Chorus, which included Al Alexander, Dale Crandall, and Gary Jones
from our congregation. This eleven-member men's chorale sang a touching a cappella rendering of “Lo, How a Rose
E're Blooming.”
Bonnie Home read the children's story, “One Christmas Night” by M. Christina Butler and Tina Macnaughton, while
DeForrest Home projected the book's pages on the large screen.
Mike Dile kept the sound levels balanced, using his secret remote control.
The fabulous plum puddings were baked by Jodi Picard and Terri & Wayne Sawdon. Jodi and Terri coordinated the
kitchen crew as well.
A great big thank you to Bonnie Home for coordinating and directing it all! Special thanks to Mike Nugent, Ruth
Nugent, Lou Abinanti, Arlie Hitt, DeForrest Home, and Adam Nelson who set up the choir risers, tables and
chairs, to Erik Sorensen who put up the Christmas lights, to Diane Kellogg, Mary Blakeslee, Dana Zellers, and
Trilbe Fortunati who put on the tablecloths, centerpieces, and tableware, and to Sue Bowling and Paulette Wilkey
who stayed afterward to help with kitchen cleanup.
We are grateful to all who brought cookies to share, and who pitched in afterward to help put everything away.

The Orchard City Men's Chorus
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News of Our Church Family
Farewell
In December we bid farewell to three very
dear Almaden Hills friends. Evan and
Donna Green have moved to Salt Lake
City, Utah, and Paul Hall has moved to
New York. We thank them for their years
of friendship, and for the countless ways
that they enriched our congregation and our
community. We wish them joy in their new
adventures, and hope that they will send us
a note now and then.

Thank you from the family of Bruce Appler for all
the love shown to us by the church family.
He loved serving on Trustees for several years and
helping with many projects at church.
Marilyn Appler and family

Deb and Clyde’s November Adventures
It was a November to remember. Deb and Clyde Bingham were on the road
for almost the whole month, cramming in as much activity as they could.
The road trip started before dawn with a 12-hour drive to the Grand Canyon
in their new Mazda 6. They hiked and took pictures in the crisp fall weather
for a few days, then drove to Henderson, Nevada, where they participated in a
reunion of sailors from Clyde’s first Navy ship (USS Everett F. Larson), a
World War II destroyer where Clyde had served as a new Ensign from 196567. The group took the internal Hoover Dam tour, and saw the Thunderbirds
in their final show of 2016 at Nellis AFB. They left early for home, enjoyed a beautiful sunrise over the desert, and
were pleased with their new car's gas mileage by the time they reached home.
After a couple of days in San Jose they jumped on a 6 a.m. flight to Washington, DC. Two days later the Binghams,
their son Jeremy and two grandkids joined 4000 others to board the “Fantasy,” Disney’s newest cruise ship. They
spent 7 happy, crazy days at sea and ashore with Mickey and all his friends. Stops included Tortola, British Virgin
Islands, for zip-lining, and St. Thomas for snorkeling. After a great fireworks show at sea and a fun-filled pirate party,
they ended up at Disney’s private island in the Bahamas, where Clyde and Deb sailed a Hobie Cat in the harbor. Then
Jeremy and the kids went home, and Clyde and Deb took the bus to Disney World where Deb’s oldest daughter (who
works for Disney as project manager for construction) picked them up for a visit with her, her husband and their 10th
grade son. With another 4:30 a.m. trip to Orlando airport, they flew home. Mom (Dolores Fagalde) picked them up at
the airport. Once back home, they “crashed” from exhaustion. So that is why you didn't see the Binghams in
November.

Congratulations, Daniel!
Our congratulations to Daniel Montesano, son of Tony and Coleen
Montesano, who has graduated from the San Jose Police Academy
and is now serving on our police force. His Police Academy class
chose as their motto Matthew 5:9 --”Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called sons of God.”

Words of Faith

The Chimes Editorial Staff

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God.”

Arlie Hitt, Editor - arliehitt@aol.com
Bonnie Home, Reporter - bonstance22@yahoo.com

~ Matthew 5:9
(scripture chosen by Daniel Montesano and his
Police Academy classmates)
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Deadline for Next Issue:
January 8

